




The Direzione Centrale per i Servizi Antidroga continues its long-lasting tradition of publishing 
its Annual Report, which summarizes the activities carried out and the results achieved in 2016 
by the Italian Law Enforcement Authorities in their fight against illicit drug trafficking.
As a whole, the results do not differ too much from those of the previous year. However it is 
worth mentioning and thoroughly analyzing the slight decrease in the volume of some substances 
in comparison with 2015. 
The overall decrease of 14.86% is mainly linked to the reduction in the seizures of heroin, 
(-35.50%), amphetamine-type stimulants (-29.54% as doses and -22.53% in powder) and hashish 
(-64.81%). 
As to heroin the data (although not very fluctuating) reflect the constant contraction of the 
illegal market of such substances, as shown by the ten-year trend of seizures, above all since 
2008.
The decrease in the seizures of amphetamine-type stimulants (amphetamines, methamphetamines, 
MDMA and ecstasy-type substances) should not lead us to jump to conclusions. Indeed the 
overall number of synthetic drug seizures - including not only amphetamine-type stimulants but 
also other synthetic-type psychodysleptics (hallucinogenics) and psycholectics (depressors) 
drugs of abuse and medicines having psychoactive effects - is equal to 67.64 kg (powder), 
with an increase of 25.43% in comparison to the preceding year. If we compare these data 
with those referring to the ten-year trend, it comes out that the growth rate is extremely high. 
Moreover, also in terms of doses, if we combine amphetamine-type substances (12,825 ), other 
synthetic drugs (6,312) with the volume of pills and tablets of the “other drugs” (185,233) it 
comes out that the number of seizures carried out in 2016 has never been so high before.
As already shown in the previous report, the sharp reduction in the seizures of cannabis 
resin is to be ascribed to the readjustment of the trafficking routes, following the outstanding 
success of air and naval units actions in the three-year period 2013-2015. Moreover the data 
referring to 2016, though showing that reduction, are in line with the ten-year trend of seizures 
before 2013-2015.
By contrast, mention must be made of the sharp increase in marijuana seizures, with a peak 
value of 41.6 t, if compared with the ten-year trend, highlighting a rise of 347.15% with respect 
to the period before. This increase is mainly due to the resumption of marijuana trafficking 
between the two sides of the Otranto channel together with the huge rise (+233.65%) of 
cannabis plants in comparison with 2015. However, in absolute terms, only 465,000 plants, 
were eradicated, equal to 150-200 hectares, mostly located in Puglia, Lazio and Sicilia.
Also cocaine trafficking shows a stable trend (+16.12%). More than 4.7 t of cocaine were 
seized, the highest level ever reached in the last ten years, short below the record value of the 
three-year period 2011 - 2013.
On the whole if we analyze the data of drug seizures on a wide time span (ten-year period) - 
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except for the years 2014-2015 - 2016 was one of the most significant years.
The number of drug operations and the reports to the Judicial Authority are worth mentioning. 
In contrast with the year before, they increased by 23.04% and 17.63% respectively, reaching 
top level ranks in a ten-year assessment. The positive results of the law enforcement action 
should be however analyzed from another perspective, based on a new and more effective 
way of gathering the information provided by the local units, which allows the  Direzione 
Centrale per i Servizi Antidroga to  consolidate its data by the end of the reporting year.
Although the number of foreigners involved in drug trafficking and pushing (12,600) - i.e. 
one third of all persons reported - was in 2016 almost stable, it is worth stressing that the 
ethnic groups which ranked first in terms of people reported were Moroccans, Albanians, 
Tunisians, Nigerians, Romanians and Algerians - who are deeply rooted in Italy - rather than 
those populations involved in migration flows to Italy. This probably means that as far as 
drug trafficking is concerned, the threat is not directly posed by the populations fleeing from 
discrimination and wars.
As far as mafia-type organizations are concerned the ‘Ndrangheta from Calabria played a 
primary role, consolidating its leadership in cocaine trade both in Italy and abroad, above 
all thanks to its huge financial assets and its power to infiltrate some key states involved in 
drug trafficking routes. As in the past, also in 2016 the other Italian organized crime groups 
involved were the Camorra and the Puglia-based crime networks. Although the transactions 
managed by the Camorra are not as important as those of the ‘Ndrangheta, this syndicate 
has taken on a role of international importance, while Puglia organized crime has become a 
leader in marijuana trafficking coming from the Balkan region, exploiting the relationships 
with Albanian criminal groups.
The analysis of the investigations carried out in 2016 gives us some suggestions on future 
counteractive strategies. There are in particular two aspects which are worth dwelling upon.
First of all the data on the seizures at the national borders, apart from the above-mentioned 
downward trend of cannabis resin seizures, highlight once again that the majority of the drug 
seizures in Italy occur in the coastal waters, in international waters and along sea borders. 
As in 2015, more than 90% of the drugs destined for the Italian consumer market (and then 
to Europe) about 22 t, was transported via maritime routes along the Mediterranean Sea to 
directions which varied according to the type of drugs smuggled. In the four-year period 
2013-2016, with the support of D.C.S.A. and of the international bodies (MAOC-N, Europol, 
CeCLAD-M), more than 222 t of drugs were seized and dozens of people arrested following 
air and naval operations or at border areas, with an increase of 545.62% in comparison with 
the preceding four years. 
These data should lead to a new investigative approach that urges a further strengthening 
of the counter-narcotic efforts along the maritime routes, trying to refine the techniques to 



effectively curb this phenomenon in a phase preceding the drug consignments entry into Italy 
and their atomization in the black markets of the destination countries. It is necessary to 
create a forefront defence of the national territory and of the whole European Union countries 
affected by drug consumption, in cooperation with the law enforcement services of the coastal 
states. In this way, the organized crime groups could be hit in their vital infrastructures, also 
through the use of the legal instruments provided by the international maritime law. A well-
planned and pressing counter-narcotic action on the large drug shipments arriving into our 
Country could be more cost-effective - thus saving financial and human resources - than 
focusing the attention on the widespread circulation of drugs in the consumption markets.
The sharp increase in the seizure of synthetic substances made in the reporting year introduces 
another operational issue which could lead to a realignment of the counter-narcotic strategies: 
the illicit online drug trade as driving force of chemicals and NPS abuse. As highlighted by the 
first results in this sector, this phenomenon represents an actual threat and raises operational 
questions and criminal policy issues about its connections with other illicit trades (weapons, 
counterfeit banknotes, virtual currency, credit and debit cards cloning, forged documents) 
and security alarm.
The Internet still represents an unexplored context: it is very difficult to penetrate with the 
traditional investigative tools, in particular, the darknet and the deep web where police 
operators can effectively move only with sophisticated and cutting-edge technology.
In this view, the adoption of a legislation allowing the DCSA Drug@online Section to carry 
out “undercover operations” over the Internet can no longer be postponed. This legislation 
would give the possibility to obtain evidence corroborating information found on the web, 
geo-referencing the import and distribution activities and alert targeted operational local 
services or units for the developments of investigation and subsequent police actions. While 
awaiting the adoption of mentioned regulation, for two years DCSA has organized a training 
course in favour of Law Enforcement personnel, a welcomed “undercover” programme on 
the development of online drug investigations.
The other important challenge to cope with the drug trafficking and organised crime 
threats is represented by the improvement of investigative capacities and analysis aimed 
at identifying the financial flows fuelling the drug transactions and money laundering. The 
main law enforcement effort is to consider as essential parts of the investigation, the search 
for the flood of liquidity,  the financial and commercial instruments used by the criminals 
to hide money derived from drug transactions in the folds of the legal economy, in the same 
way as the drug seizures and the collection of evidence against the suspects.  In this phase, 
it should be advisable to use innovative procedures so to make the financial investigations 
more penetrating, introduce specific competences and a different investigative attitude in the 
counter-narcotic units, rather than reorganizing the whole law enforcement system.



This is the assumption of the Protocol of Understanding on the fight against drug trafficking 
financing and money laundering signed in 2016 by the DCSA and the National Anti-Mafia and 
Anti-Terrorism Directorate. This agreement is an innovative and strategic tool to support 
the analysis of complex investigations and allow a more incisive and prompt investigative 
coordination and planning aiming at identifying the financial flows as well as potentially 
unknown areas of investigation. This Protocol is based on a wide range information exchange 
between the parties and the enhancement of intelligence and information capacities in their 
relevant sectors as well as on the investigative clues resulting from previous investigations 
(even closed ones). It is focused on the drug traffickers and, at the same time, on that dark and 
impenetrable multitude of subjects belonging to the world of finance and business, moving 
immense money flows stemming from drug trafficking and money laundering activities. We 
must acknowledge that the first results have been encouraging but only time will tell if it is 
necessary to make adjustments from an operational and organizational point of view.
As far as international relations are concerned, the reporting year will be remembered for 
the Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly on the World Drug Problem 
(UNGASS) attended by the Italian delegation, headed by the Minister of Justice Mr. Andrea 
Orlando and composed of DCSA officers and the DCSA Law Enforcement Attaché recently 
posted at the Italian Permanent Representation to the International Organisations in 
Vienna. Italy has actively contributed to the long and delicate negotiation on the Outcome 
Document where the world drug policy is outlined for the next years. Our country, through its 
representatives, has reaffirmed the essential points of the counter-narcotic action: integrated 
and balanced implementation of the three UN Conventions, focus on human beings, protection 
of health, proportionality of penalties for drug-related offences (categorically excluding the 
death penalty) and human rights. International police cooperation may be crucial in the 
fight against drug trafficking, provided that data and information circulation is strengthened 
and best practices are shared, above all in the emerging fields of NPS and of the abuse of 
unauthorised medicinal products having psychoactive effects. 
As in the last few years, the dual requirements of minimising the editing costs and, at the same 
time, disseminating this report during international meetings, has suggested the publication 
of the Annual Report in electronic form only, with its translation in the English and Spanish 
languages.

       THE DIRECTOR
       Gen. C.A. CC Sabino Cavaliere
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financial liquidity to other types of small-scale crime/

organized crime;

- the development of this phenomenon that, being the 

primary sector of interest for organized crime worldwide, 

is still a real and dangerous threat for the security 

and health of the communities, notwithstanding the 

national law enforcement actions and the international 

organizations activities;

- the entrepreneurial dimension of drug trafficking mainly 

due to the amassing of huge capital re-invested in illicit 

activities or laundered and then injected into the legal 

economy;

- the capacity to penetrate both the legal market, altering 

its rules, and the public administration bodies which are 

often permeable to forms of corruption and collusion.

At national level, drug trafficking is continuing to follow a 

quite constant trend. In particular:

- the cannabinoids (cannabis resin and herb, hashish and 

marijuana) still represent the most commonly abused 

substances.

 The domestic counternarcotic efforts highlighted that:

- hashish, almost exclusively coming from Morocco, 

reached the Italian market through well-established 

routes; Spain played the role of European hub for 

the reception and storage of large quantities of this 

substance that will be then channelled towards the 

European consumption markets, especially to the French 

and Italian ones. In this regard, over the past few years, 

North-African drug traffickers have been searching for 

alternative routes to move massive amounts of hashish 

towards the maritime routes of the East Mediterranean 

Sea bound for Libya, Egypt and Turkey. In the last 

three-year period, in opposition to these new trends, 

relevant results were achieved thanks to the constant 

use of legal instruments provided by the implementation 

of art. 17 of the UN Vienna Convention of 1988 and of 

art.110 (d), of the UN  Montego Bay Convention of 1982.

 In line with this strategic policy, during the above-

mentioned periods, the Italian Law Enforcement 

Services, supported and coordinated by D.C.S.A., 

identified, intercepted and seized 5 motor-vessels 

THE FIGHT AGAINST DRUG TRAFFICKING IN 

ITALY 

For more than 25 years, the Direzione Centrale per i Servizi 

Antidroga has been playing a major role on the national 

scenario of counternarcotic activities, since, in accordance 

with legislation it has the specific task of coordinating all 

investigations and operations carried out by the Italian Law 

Enforcement Agencies in the drug field.

This coordination role mainly stems from an accurate collection 

and processing of information coming from national and 

international (having links with Italy) investigative activities. 

The analysis of all these data represents a fundamental 

information and technical support for investigations, enabling 

D.C.S.A. to ensure:

- a privileged point of view to observe this specific 

phenomenon; it minimizes the risks deriving from harmful 

overlaps, granting effectiveness and fluidity to the 

counternarcotic efforts all over Italy;

- international cooperation, which reflects the transnational 

features of this phenomenon, through the development 

of coordinated and shared forms of cooperation with 

foreign corresponding Agencies committed in related 

counternarcotic activities;

- an adequate knowledge of the drug trafficking changing 

dynamics in order to prevent the consolidation of new 

illicit markets and crime networks. 

Again in 2016, the analysis of data on the fight against drug 

trafficking results and of investigative information, confirmed:

- the central role played by Italy on the European scenario, 

mainly caused by the persistence of the local criminal 

syndicates that, notwithstanding the ever-increasing 

effectiveness of the counternarcotic efforts , continue 

to represent “reliable” business partners above all for 

the organizations producing and supplying cocaine and 

hashish;

- the unceasing efforts of the Italian Law Enforcement 

Agencies in their fight against this phenomenon 

which continues to be the major source of funding for 

organized crime groups which directly threaten the 

security and stability of both local communities and of 

entire geographical areas, directly or indirectly ensuring, 
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Ministers, the Council of Ministers approved the relevant 

draft law and on November 7 it was presented at the 

Chamber of Deputies for approval.

 The key principle combining the Treaty provisions is 

based on the creation of a harmonised and integrated 

system of technical and legal instruments which give 

the European partners the possibility to carry out a 

valid, prompt and coordinated law enforcement action.

 Its widespread adoption at EU level, further enhanced 

the police cooperation levels in the counternarcotic 

sector and will shortly attain a substantial alignment of 

operational protocols of the Member States involved, in 

such a strategic sector for the fight against organized 

crime and terrorism. From the operational point of view, 

besides the traditional involvement of the Moroccan 

crime groups, a strong interest of the Italian networks 

continues to be reported. Among them, the Camorra 

and ‘Ndrangheta have well-established interests in 

the Iberian Peninsula. In this case, drug trafficking is 

mainly operated overland, by lorries belonging to Italian 

companies (fruit and vegetables sector) or by adequately 

equipped cars (having false compartments which can 

be opened with sophisticated hydraulic systems);

- marijuana mainly originated from Albania and reached 

the Italian coasts of Puglia, Calabria and Sicilia by sea. 

Here, the Albanian suppliers are bonded together with 

the recipient networks, also with local organized crime 

syndicates. They resorted to light and ultralight planes 

piloted also by Italians, using improvised take-off 

and landing strips ad hoc realized in isolated areas in 

Albania. To this purpose, a remarkable domestic 

production must be taken into consideration: it is 

ensured by illicit crops mainly located in the warm and 

sunny South Italy regions (approximately 725,000 plants 

were seized from 2014 to 31 December 2016). Mafia-

type organizations are well-rooted in these regions and 

this may suggest a renewed interest of these criminal 

groups in growing and then trafficking in the above-

mentioned illicit substances; 

- in 2015, the illicit market of cocaine essentially maintained 

the trend reported in the last five years. To this regard, 

transporting a total quantity of over 80 tonnes of 

hashish and another vessel with 1.62 tonnes of hashish.

 These operations were part of a broader counternarcotic 

strategy conducted by Italy in cooperation with its main 

partners in the Mediterranean area, first and foremost, 

Spain, France, Morocco, Greece and Albania, with the 

support of MAOC-N and CeCLAD-M, aimed at:

- attacking this phenomenon at sea,  before drugs are 

introduced into the national territories;

- striking the organized crime groups logistics (their 

fleets);

- developing intelligence cooperation so to approach 

the highest levels of command of the supplying 

criminal organizations;

- creating the conditions for an ever-increasing effective 

collaboration network.

 Article 17 of 1988 Vienna Convention established 

that a State which suspects that a vessel of another 

nationality is trafficking in drugs, can ask the flag State 

an authorization to take adequate actions (to stop, 

board and search the vessel) and, if evidence of illicit 

traffic is found, to detain the vessel, arrest persons on 

board and seize the cargo. 

 Said measures can only be adopted if there are treaties, 

agreements or arrangements still in force between the 

Flag State and the other State party requesting the 

authorization to control the vessel.

 At European level, this provision has found an answer 

in the Agreement on Illicit Traffic by Sea, implementing 

Article 17 of the UN Convention against Illicit Traffic in 

Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances, open for 

signature of acceding States to the Council of Europe 

in Strasbourg on January 31, 1995 whose ratification 

process, at national level, was promoted by the 

Direzione Centrale per i Servizi Antidroga.

 The text entered into force on May 1, 2000 and has so 

far been adopted and ratified by 15 European Countries, 

among which 12 of the EU area while other 8 Member 

States (Italy among them) have signed it but not yet 

ratified and enforced through a domestic regulation.

 On 30 September 2014, upon initiative of the competent 
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One of the ‘Ndrangheta strong points in this sector is given 

by their capacity to interact both with the suppliers and, 

horizontally, with the different groups of the same Mafia-

type organization and with the other organised crime 

networks operating in Italy. In fact, for the Calabrian 

crime networks, drug trafficking (in particular, cocaine) 

is based on strategic alliances aimed at huge profits and 

further expansion. At present, the ‘Ndrangheta is not 

fighting for the cocaine trafficking sharing and control; 

at most, nowadays different clans interact “on a par” with 

one another in order to make illicit transactions. Similarly, 

the ‘Ndrangheta expertise, their skills and opportunities 

are used (against payment, obviously) by the other 

organizations involved in drug trafficking.

The high economic profits stemmed from cocaine 

trafficking as well as the enormous demand for this 

substance give other criminal organizations active in Italy 

the opportunity to operate here. In particular:

- the Camorra that operates at international level 

following the same modus operandi described above 

with regard to the ‘Ndrangheta, even though they 

smuggle low-quality smaller volumes of this substance. 

The Camorra members have direct contacts with the 

Colombian drug traffickers through their brokers living 

in South America and use Camorra affiliates based in 

the Iberian Peninsula in order to obtain the drugs from 

local storage centres and guarantee the reinvestment 

of the drug proceeds as well as cash liquidity. However, 

unlike the ‘Ndrangheta, numerous Camorra clans and 

new crime groups active in Campania, are not inclined 

to build strong alliances in the drug business that, on 

the contrary, causes bloody conflicts for the supremacy 

over the territories, in such a fragmented and complex 

scenario;

- the Cosa Nostra which has probably lost its past 

capacities in the drug trade management as in the 

nineties but is always interested in this specific criminal 

sector. This business generates huge profits  (useful to 

support the affiliates in prison, as well as their families 

and the costs of proceedings) and it is a good way 

to control the criminal activities all over the territory. 

it must be highlighted that in addition to the quantities of 

cocaine seized within the Italian borders:

- the Italian law enforcement services, effectively 

supported by the DCSA, identified cocaine consignments 

before they actually reached Italy and gave the foreign 

police agencies the possibility to seize them so as not to 

jeopardise the investigations in Italy;

- in other cases, cocaine shipments were seized 

abroad (above all in South America and Spain) as 

a consequence of investigations carried out by the 

antidrug corresponding services, and having Italy as 

their final destination.

The Italian Mafia-type criminal organizations are 

considered key partners by major crime networks 

producing cocaine. Over the years, the ‘Ndrangheta has 

gained the Colombian drug traffickers confidence and a 

dominant position in cocaine trafficking over the Italian 

territory and in those countries where this crime syndicate 

has branched out, such as Canada, the United States, 

Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium. The reputation 

obtained in this specific sector and the huge availability 

of cash have allowed the Calabrian Mafia to maintain 

unchanged the modus operandi and the organization of its 

massive cocaine trafficking despite the modifications that 

this phenomenon has had in Colombia in the past few years. 

Among them, the most relevant change is represented by 

the dismantlement of the drug trafficking cartels and of 

“Fuerzas Armadas Rivolucionarias de Colombia (FARC)” 

followed by the consequent pulverisation (the Colombians 

call it “atomisation”) of the criminal scenario involved. 

However, this loss of reference points has not prevented 

the powerful Calabrian criminal groups from renewing 

their bonds on this changed scenario, ensuring their 

cocaine supplies aimed at fuelling their illicit business. 

This has been possible also thanks to the opportunities 

offered by the so-called brokers who are able to combine 

supply and demand and play a key role in the most 

relevant drug transactions. In most cases, these brokers 

also provide organization, supply and coordination of a 

series of practical services which are necessary for the 

whole supply chain.
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In the absence of qualified contacts in the producing 

areas, the Sicilian organised crime groups seem to use 

their links with the Campania and Calabrian criminal 

networks;

- the organised crime in Puglia, active in this sector 

mainly through its ties with the Albanian crime 

syndicates, previously tried and tested in the marijuana 

trafficking. Even in this case, drug trafficking seems to 

represent the business sector more directly connected 

to the control of criminal activities within the area and, 

thus, often causing conflicts. This is also due to the 

coexistence of many Mafia-type organizations, above all 

in Bari and in the Salento area, where well-rooted Sacra 

Corona Unita groups are still active;

- the Albanian criminal organizations, often characterised 

by typical Mafia-type clans features, have become key 

figures on the European scenario mainly because of 

their ability to find their way into the drug trafficking 

chain, supervising the collection, storage and transport 

of consignments and acting as a real bridgehead 

between South America and Northern Europe;

- the heroin trafficking in Italy cannot be compared to that 

of Northern Europe, both for its spreading and for the level 

of its demand: in particular, according to Europol data, the 

British market ranks first in Europe. The analysis made in 

the last decade has highlighted that heroin abuse is mainly 

concentrated in the depressed urban areas. However it is 

a limited phenomenon, especially if compared to the level 

achieved in the 70s and the 90s. Moreover, Mafia-type 

organisations are not fully involved in heroin trafficking, 

except for the Albanian and Nigerian crime groups. The 

latter, through a tight-knit network of crime cells used 

to manage the single rings of the chain (brokers in the 

producing Countries, recruitment of human couriers, 

organization of shipments, logistics, storage, couriers 

management, drug collection and distribution, drug 

proceeds collection and transfer) have lately improved 

their skills in this sector, gaining broader competences 

both in the cocaine and in the heroin trade. To this 

regard, the growing relevance of the Nigerian criminal 

organisations determined the establishment of stockpiling 

centres in East and South East Africa (Tanzania, Uganda, 

Kenya, Mozambique, Somalia and South Africa), able to 

store Afghan heroin shipments from  Pakistan (by sea, 

from the Port of Karachi) by sea containers or on board 

the numerous fishing fleets of Indian Ocean islands or 

from the coastal states. Once in Africa, heroin is moved 

to the West coastline where is then sent, by couriers, to 

the European and US markets. Heroin proceeds are then 

invested in the African Continent or on bank accounts of 

the rich Asian channels.

 Heroin reaches Italy through three major routes:

- the Balkan Route with its alternatives, i.e. the maritime 

route (through the Adriatic Sea ports) and/or the land 

route (through Slovenia). The Albanian crime networks 

mainly use this channel in order to fuel the Italian illicit 

market with limited quantities of heroin (from 5 to 30 

kg) concealed inside cars on board ferry-boats between 

the two Adriatic Sea coasts. This route is also used to 

move consignments towards North European Countries. 

In Puglia heroin trafficking is mainly carried out by the 

local crime rings, often having a Mafia-type nature and 

it is instrumental in establishing the supremacy of the 

numerous clans over the area. The interaction with the 

Albanian crime groups determines the management 

capacity of the crime sector;

- the maritime route, from Turkey, through which the 

Iranian and Turkish crime networks fuel the North 

European markets (the German, Polish, Baltic and 

above all British markets). They smuggle more relevant 

quantities of heroin (up to 100 kg) on board TIR trucks, 

generally linked to Turkish companies, concealed inside 

cover goods.  In these cases, Italy is only a transit 

country;

- the air route, through human couriers, mainly used by 

the Nigerian crime groups as described above. To this 

regard, heroin was also smuggled by Pakistani nationals 

(sometimes air crew members) directly from their 

Country of origin;

- As to the traffic in other illicit substances, at present, 

Italian Mafia-type criminal organizations do not seem to 

be regularly and directly interested in it. This phenomenon 
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appears to be characterised by specific features. The 

synthetic drugs are easily available in the source Countries 

of North and Central Europe (The Netherlands, Poland, 

the Baltic Republic, Slovakia and Czech Republic), also 

because of their low prices and the free movement  in the 

Schengen area and, above all, the use of the Internet.

 For this reason, in Italy, the criminal organizations dealing 

with drug trafficking appear to be held back by these 

specific features whose market has overcome the usual 

patterns adopted for the other illicit substances. 

 These substances (also known as club drugs or rape 

drugs) are generally consumed in night clubs, discos or 

in holiday locations. Synthetic drug pushers usually have 

just a few doses with them. They are very quick in selling 

these doses and, in case they are intercepted by the police 

authorities, they may declare they are for personal use. 

This modus operandi tries to hinder the counternarcotic 

efforts that, nonetheless, continue to be regular and 

effective.

The rise in drug trafficking and NPS on the online platform is 

confirmed by the massive presence of e-commerce websites 

over the Internet which advertise their sale. Similarly, the 

increase in the seizures of huge quantities that, every day, 

are made by the Law Enforcement Authorities above all in 

airport areas intended for reception and storage of parcels 

from abroad.

LIST OF MAIN OPERATIONS

Operation ISABELA

This investigation was started by the Tax Police Unit of the 

Guardia di Finanza in Venice/I, following the arrest of a 

woman, having Italian nationality, occurred on 30.03.2015, at 

Venice airport for attempted smuggling of 1.1 kg of cocaine, 

concealed inside her luggage on the flight coming from Santo 

Domingo, via Paris/France.

The development of the investigation led to the identification 

in La Spezia of a Dominican national, who was charged of 

receiving the drugs on behalf of another Dominican national. 

On 26.10.2015, the Investigating Magistrate at the Court 

of Venice/I issued a preventive custody order against the 

above-mentioned Dominican national, who was later arrested 

on November 4
th

.

Operation COLOMBA 2011

This investigation was carried out by the State Police 

Criminal Investigative Unit in Catania into a drug trafficking 

organisation composed of key affiliates of Catania Mafia-type 

groups headed by the families BONACCORSI, CAPPELLO and 

SANTAPAOLA-ERCOLANO, closely tied to some Calabrian 

“ndrine” (clans) for the supply of remarkable quantities of 

cocaine.

The investigation led to the seizure of an overall quantity 

of 16.1 kg of cocaine, 20 kg of marijuana, 4 guns and  2 

shotguns with ammunition, € 467,440 cash and to the arrest 

of 8 persons in flagrante delicto.

On 17.03.2016, the Unit in charge of this case executed a 

preventive detention order, issued by the G.I.P. (Judge of 

Preliminary Investigations ) of the local Court, against 9 

suspects.

Operation  KISS

This investigation was started by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Catania, following the arrest of an 

Italian national in possession of 260 kg of marijuana in 

order to identify the supply channel of the drugs.

This investigation revealed that:

- the illicit substance was meant for the black market of 
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the “San Giorgio” district in Catania, controlled by the 

Mafia-type organization headed by Santapaola-Ercolano 

families;

- the drug trafficking organizer was a fugitive who was then 

arrested;

- there was sound evidence against 7 subjects who, in 

January 2016,  were arrested for criminal conspiracy to 

drug trafficking and arms-related offences, aggravated by 

the fact they acted in order to facilitate the Mafia-type 

activities of the “Santapaola-Ercolano” criminal network.

Operation  DRUG EXPRESS 2013

This investigation was carried out by the Carabinieri in 

Marcianise (CE), into a criminal organisation dealing with 

drug trafficking and distribution run by the members of the 

so-called Camorra “scissionisti” (breakaway group), in several 

municipalities near Naples (Caivano, Melito and Marano di 

Napoli).

The investigation led to the seizure of an overall quantity of 

4.150 kg of marijuana, 1.900 kg of hashish, 360 g of cocaine, 

4.600 kg of crack, 1 g of  lidocaine, a pistol with erased serial 

number and to the arrest of a person in flagrante delicto.

On 10.05.2016, 18 subjects were provisionally arrested for 

criminal conspiracy to illicit drug trafficking.

Operation DRUG IN THE FOG

This operation, conducted by the Guardia di Finanza in 

Gorgonzola (MI), was based on a drug trafficking  carried out 

by Albanian nationals.

The investigation resulted in the seizure of 452.51 kg of 

marijuana, 19.222 kg of heroin, 6.228 kg of cocaine, 0.964 kg 

of hashish, 30 plants of marijuana and the arrest, in flagrante 

delicto, of 14 persons.

Operation CLEAN HOUSE

The investigation was made by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Torino into a criminal syndicate composed 

of Albanian nationals, operating in the mentioned area and 

having branches in Belgium.

This operation resulted in the seizure of 94.272 kg of 

marijuana, 5.165 kg of heroin, 50 g of cocaine, 5 kg of 

monoacetylmorphine, 8 kg of cutting substances (caffeine 

and paracetamol) and in the arrest, in flagrante delicto, of 

17 persons.

Operation RED FACED

The operation, conducted by the Tax Police Unit of the 

Guardia di Finanza in Pisa, was started following the arrest of 

an Albanian national in possession of 38.272 kg of marijuana, 

concealed inside a garage used as a storage centre.

Later on, other Albanian subjects were identified: they were 

involved in a prosperous cannabis trafficking.

The investigation led to the seizure of 48.932 kg of marijuana 

(of which 4.460 by the French police at the French-Spanish 

border) and to the arrest of 4 persons, in flagrante delicto, 2 

of them were arrested by the French police services.

Operation AMICO MIO 2014

This investigation was started by the Carabinieri in Pavia 

following the arrest of an Albanian national, for possession 

of numerous firearms and other materials used for robberies. 

The telephone wiretapping revealed a criminal syndicate 

active in offences against the property and dealing cocaine 

and marijuana in the area of Pavia. The drug suppliers were 

Albanian nationals living in the Oltrepo Pavese area.

This investigation led to the seizure of about 179 kg of 

marijuana, 7.672 kg of cocaine, 102.5 g of hashish, a gun 

make Glock, a hunting rifle with ammunition, 3 precision 

scales, and to the arrest of 30 subjects (of whom 9 in flagrante 

delicto and 21 in accordance with two different orders issued 

by the competent Judicial Authority).

Operation THE JACKALS

This investigation was conducted by the Provincial 

Headquarters of Carabinieri in Venezia into some Albanian 

nationals  who were active in the drug trafficking sector in 

the provinces of Venezia and Treviso.

The investigation resulted in the seizure of 8.322 kg of 

cocaine and in the arrest of 2 persons in flagrante delicto. 

Other 19 persons were reported to the Judicial Authority 

for violation of art. 73 of the Presidential Decree No. DPR 
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309/90: out of them, 11 were then arrested pursuant to a 

preventive detention order.

Operation UPGRADE

This operation was carried out by the Tax Police Unit of the 

Guardia di Finanza in Milan into a criminal syndicate composed 

of Slav nationals operating in Milan and having contacts with 

individuals active in the Netherlands, Serbia and Spain, all 

involved in a transnational drug trafficking.

This investigation was made in cooperation with the Spanish 

UDYCO, alerted by the DCSA Law Enforcement Attaché in 

Barcelona. They made surveillance and shadowing services 

into a key figure staying in Spain in order to plan the 

transaction of an unknown quantity of drugs. 

During the operation 136 g of cocaine were seized and 4 

persons were arrested in flagrante delicto.

At the end of the investigation, the G.I.P. (Judge of Preliminary 

Investigations)  of the Court in Milan issued a restrictive 

measure against 12 suspects (of whom 10 in prison and 

2 under house arrest): these measures were executed in 

February 2016.

Operation ASH 2015

This operation was conducted by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Torino into a criminal organization of 

Albanian origin, operating in Torino, with ramifications in 

L’Aquila and abroad (Turkey, France, Belgium and Germany).

During the investigation 1.110 kg of cocaine and 1.068 kg of 

heroin were seized and 6 subjects were arrested.

Operation BROWN APPLE 2014

This operation was conducted by Tax Police Unit of the Guardia 

di Finanza in Trento into an organised crime group composed 

of subjects from the Maghreb region, active in trafficking in 

drugs bound for the foreign and local illicit market. 

The investigation led to the seizure of 49 kg of hashish, 600 

g of heroin and cocaine, and to the arrest of 14 persons in 

flagrante delicto.

In accordance with evidence gathered during this 

investigation, the Judge of Preliminary Investigations (GIP) in 

Trento issued restrictive measures against  27 suspects, then 

arrested on 20.01.2016.

Operation CA BOM

This operation was carried out by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Rome into a criminal organisation of 

Albanian ethnic origin, active in trafficking in huge quantities 

of marijuana.

The developments of this investigation revealed:

- a special drug concealing method inside marble blocks, 

as shown in the seizure of 660 kg of marijuana made on 

10.01.2014 in Anagni (FR);

- the involvement of some members of this organization  in 

illicit activities such as burglaries.

The investigation resulted in the seizure of 960 kg of marijuana, 

Operation THE JACKALS

Operation BROWN APPLE 2014
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409 g of cocaine, 124 g of hashish and in the arrest of 27 

persons in flagrante delicto, 9 whom for attempted robbery 

and aggravated robbery.  

On June 9, 2016, the Unit in charge of this case executed a 

preventive custody order, issued by the competent Judicial 

Authority against 24 suspects, and arrested 12 persons.

Operation CAROLA

This operation was conducted by the GICO (Organised Crime 

Investigative Group) of the Guardia di Finanza in Campobasso 

into a drug trafficking criminal organization. The drugs were 

supplied by Puglia organised crime groups operating in the 

area of Foggia and Andria/Barletta/Trani. These Puglia crime 

groups were also linked to key figures of the Albanian criminal 

scenario, who had powerful vessels to transport the drugs 

from Albania to the Puglia coastline.

The investigation led to the seizure of 20.840 kg of hashish, 

160 g of cocaine, and to the arrest of 8 persons (2 other 

persons were reported to the Judicial Authority but not 

arrested).

At the end of the investigations, in May 2016, the Public 

Prosecutor’s Office in Larino (CB) issued a preventive custody 

order  against  13 suspects.

Operation GATE 2014

This operation was made by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Lucca into a cocaine trafficking crime 

group mainly composed of persons coming from the Maghreb 

region. 

The investigation resulted in the seizure of 1.330 kg of 

cocaine, 503.56 g of heroin, 401.421 kg of hashish, and in the 

arrest of 32 persons in flagrante delicto.

On January 25, 2016, the Unit charged of the investigation 

executed a preventive custody order, issued by G.I.P. (the 

Judge of Preliminary Investigations) of the Court in Firenze, 

and arrested 10 Morocco nationals, for violations of Art. 74 

of Law No. 309/90.

Operation DOHEN 

This investigation was conducted by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Verona into an organized crime group, 

mainly composed of persons coming from the Maghreb region. 

This organisation dealt with cocaine and heroin trafficking 

and distribution in the area of Verona. The investigative 

results allowed the competent Judicial Authority to issue a 

preventive custody order against 4 suspects and a house 

search warrant against other 15 subjects, which was carried 

out by the Unit in charge of this case on 15.7.2015.

During this investigation 1.320 kg of heroin, 150 g of cocaine 

and a sum of € 13,000 were seized and 12 persons were 

arrested in flagrante delicto.

Operation  ABATROX  

The investigation was conducted by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Brescia against an organised crime group 

mainly composed of Moroccan nationals who were trafficking 

in large quantities of drugs. 

The results of this investigation allowed the Brescia Judicial 

Authority to issue a preventive custody order against 5 

suspects, for violations of art. 73 and 74 of Law No.309/90.

In the course of this investigation, which ended with 

the execution of the above-mentioned order, 102 kg of  

cannabinoids (marijuana and hashish) and 2.300 kg of cocaine 

were seized and 14 persons were arrested in flagrante delicto 

and 5 persons were arrested pursuant to the preventive 

custody order.

Operation GATE 2014
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Operation DAMA BIANCA   

This investigation, coordinated by the District Anti-Mafia 

Directorate in L’Aquila, was conducted by the State Police 

Criminal Investigative Unit in Teramo into a cocaine and 

marijuana trafficking organisation. The drugs shipments 

came from  Albania, on board purposely equipped cars made 

available by an Italian businessman. 

This organisation was composed of Albanian nationals and 

headed by the above-mentioned Italian businessman who, 

trying to hide his illicit activities, had fictitiously hired the 

Albanian nationals, employing them for the illicit activities 

described above. 

The evidence gathered by the investigators, also corroborated 

by 6 arrests and the seizure of 1 kg of cocaine and 3 kg of 

marijuana, allowed the competent Judicial Authority to issue 

a preventive custody order against 8 suspects, carried out 

on 26.2.2016.

Operation KUNE    

This investigation was carried out by the Police Station in 

Chiavari/Genova into a criminal syndicate trafficking in and 

distributing hashish and marijuana on the illicit local market. 

Four persons were arrested; 8.2 kg of marijuana and 1.6 

kg of hashish were seized, preventive custody orders were 

issued against 3 suspects. Searches were carried out, one of 

which led to the seizure of 192 g of hashish and to the arrest 

in flagrante delicto of another suspect.

Operation BUBI      

This investigation was conducted by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Trieste into a criminal organization 

involved in cocaine trafficking  between Italy and Slovenia. 

A total of 1.5 kg of cocaine (out of which 0.600 kg in Istria) 

were seized. At the end of the operation 7 individuals were 

arrested and further 27 g of cocaine were seized.

Operation VALLETTE 2015       

The investigation was conducted by the State Police 

Criminal Investigative Unit in Torino in cooperation with the 

Penitentiary Police of the local prison. It was focused on the 

smuggling of goods into the a/m prison, including drugs, in 

complicity with three corrupt Penitentiary Police officers. 

At the end of the investigation 29 individuals were identified 

and reported, cell phones and telephone card as well as  

“SUBUTEX” tablets and  350 g of hashish were seized. 

Based on the evidence gathered the Preliminary 

Investigation Judge issued a preventive custody warrant                                                                                                                          

against 6 suspects, who were arrested on  February 15, 2016.

Operation TSUNAMI 2015       

The investigation was carried out by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Bologna into a flourishing synthetic 

drugs trade operated by members of gutter punk groups 

living in that area. 

The investigation led to the arrest in flagrante delicto of 14 

people and the seizure of over 15 kg of amphetamines and 

large quantities of ketamine, ecstasy, LSD and marijuana. 

The Investigating Judge of the local Court issued a preventive 

custody warrant against 10 suspects, which was carried out 

on March 31, 2016.

Operation MANDINGA        

This investigation was conducted by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Trento against a criminal group composed 

of Africans involved in drug distribution in the Trento and 

Rovereto areas. 

The inquiry, carried out with the support of technical means, 

led to:

- the arrest in flagrante delicto of 4 citizens of the Gambia 

and 1 of Guinea;

- the seizure of approx. 145 g of heroin, 2.2 kg of hashish 

and € 1,535;

- the gathering of evidence against  further 12 suspects, 9 

of which were subject to restrictive measures issued by 

the Judicial Authority in Trento.

Operation RISING SUN 2011        

This investigation was carried out by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Milan against a criminal organization 

composed of Italian and Brazilian nationals (mainly of 

Japanese origin) involved in cocaine international trafficking 

from Brazil to Italy, in particular to Milan, Monza-Brianza and 
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Naples provinces. 

The evidence gathered allowed to carry out seizures, in 

France and Italy, of a total amount of 36 kg of cocaine and 

to arrest 9 couriers coming from Brazil through different air 

routes. 

In February 2016 the investigating unit, at the end of the 

operation, carried out a preventive custody warrant issued 

by the Investigating Judge in Milan upon request of the 

Antimafia District Judicial Autority (DDA) against 7 suspects 

residing in Spain, Italy and Brazil.

Operation WHITEWASH         

Operation WHITEWASH         

This investigation, carried out by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Naples in cooperation with the 

counterparts of U.S.A. and France, highlighted a cocaine 

trafficking channel from South America (Peru and Ecuador) 

to Europe (The Netherlands, Spain, France and Italy), also 

managed by leading Camorra members. 

Based on the investigation carried out in South America, in 

November 2012,  995 kg of cocaine were seized in Lima/Peru, 

whose transaction had been also financed by the a/m Italian 

criminal organizations.

The investigations conducted in France allowed to identify 

the organizations members involved in collecting the drug 

at Paris airports and transporting it to its destination, 

led to the seizure of further 330 kg of cocaine concealed 

among fruit and vegetables and to the arrest of the Italian 

truck driver. Further investigations led to the arrest of the 

whole organization operating in France, composed of 3 

UK nationals and two Italians. Follow- up investigations in 

Italy highlighted the roles and functions of the organization 

members, attributing to them several transactions regarding 

large quantities of cocaine which were seized by foreign 

law enforcement agencies  (including a seizure of 1,300 kg 

operated by the French authorities in September 2013).

Based on the evidence acquired the Judicial Authority in 

Naples issued a preventive custody order against 11 people 

under investigation for drug trafficking and money laundering 

criminal conspiracy, which was executed in March 2016. 

Simultaneously, a preventive seizure order was issued of 

assets in the Man island, the Arab Emirates and Spain.

Operation TARAQA         

This investigation was conducted by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Rovigo, against Maghrebians suspected 

of being involved in drug pushing in the Rovigo area. 

The inquiry led to the total seizure of 2.306 kg of cocaine, 

89.051 kg of hashish, 260 g of marijuana and to the arrest in 

flagrante delicto of 21 people.

On 17.03.2015, 73 subjects were reported to the Judicial 

Authority for violation of the drug law. On 12.10.2016 the 

relevant custody orders were executed.

Operation I SOLITI SOSPETTI         

This investigation was conducted by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Brescia against Maghrebian subjects 

involved in drug trafficking  in Brescia.

It led to the seizure of 0.538 kg of cocaine, 543.471 kg of 

hashish, 500 g of marijuana, and to the arrest in flagrante 

delicto of 15 subjects.

On 12.07.2016, preventive custody orders were executed 

against 9 people.

Operation BIG BANG 2015, formerly  WHITE BREAD         

This investigation was conducted by the Carabinieri Provincial 

Command in Torino into a group of Italians involved in cocaine 

pushing.

It led to the seizure of 0,942 kg of cocaine, 48.280 kg of 

hashish, 1.590 kg of marijuana and to the arrest in flagrante 

delicto of 13 subjects.

On 14.01.2016 20 preventive custody orders were executed 

against Italian subjects, while the following February 29, 

further 14 preventive custody orders were issued.

Operation NUOVA CHINA         

This investigation was conducted by the Carabinieri Provincial 

Command in Milan into two criminal groups of young Chinese 

nationals  competing for the control over drug pushing, 

mainly synthetic drugs.

During the investigation 808.72 g of methamphetamine, 1,801 

g of ice, 11.2 g of shaboo, 50 ml of ephedrine were seized 
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and 28 subjects (mainly Chinese nationals) were arrested in 

flagrante delicto.

On 11.10.2016,  36 preventive custody issued by the 

competent Judicial Authority orders  were carried out.

Operation BOASTER         

This investigation was conducted by the Carabinieri Provincial 

Command in Padova. At the beginning it was focused on  a 

Tunisian national allegedly distributing drugs on the Padova 

market, later it was extended to the Albanian heroin suppliers 

and Maghrebian cocaine suppliers.

In particular, the investigation revealed that the Albanian 

organization managed a large heroin trafficking also 

destined for other criminal groups and, as a consequence, 

the investigative efforts were also aimed at identifying the 

organization shipping heroin from Albania to Padova. For this 

reason the Albanian counterparts were informed through the 

Italian Interpol Liaison Officer in Tirana.

The investigation led to the seizure of 19 kg of heroin, 520 g 

of cocaine, € 58,419, and to the arrest of 8 subjects.

Operation ZHOU QIUMING         

The investigation was conducted by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Milan into a group of Chinese nationals 

involved in methamphetamine trafficking. 

It led to the seizure of 30 g of shaboo,  € 13,055 and to the 

arrest of 3 Chinese nationals and 1 Filipino national.

On 03.08.2015 the report was submitted to the competent 

Judicial Authority, that issued the relevant restrictive 

measures: 7 people were arrested, 2 were put under house 

arrests and 1 minor was sent to rehabilitation community.

Investigation by the  State Police Criminal Investigative 

Unit / State Police Headquarters in Milan         

This investigation concerned a group of Chinese nationals, 

mainly involved in ketamine trafficking.

It led to the seizure of 50.28 g of ketamine, 220 g of shaboo/

ice, the sum of € 6,730, to the arrest of no. 6 people.

In September 2016 the preventive custody orders issued by 

the Judicial Authority were carried out.

Investigation by the Criminal Investigative Unit of the 

State Police Headquarters in Milan         

This investigation concerned an Italian national involved in 

cocaine and marijuana distribution around the Milan Central 

Station and partly out of Milan. It led to the seizure of 16.3 

kg of heroin, 1.5 kg of hashish, 22.641 kg of marijuana and to 

the arrest of 6 people.

Operation IL PADRINO         

This investigation was conducted by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Savona following the interview of an 

Italian long-term (22 years) drug addict. The investigation  

allowed to identify the mechanisms of cocaine distribution 

in the Savona area and to identify other Italian nationals 

involved in it. 

The operation led to the seizure of 7.510 kg of heroin, 253.15 

g of cocaine, 1.413 kg of hashish and the arrest of 5 people.

Operation VADO A VUOTO 2         

This investigation was conducted by the Group Command 

of the Guardia di Finanza in Savona, in cooperation with 

the Customs. It was based on the risk analysis of the loads 

coming from Central America along the commercial route Rio 

Haina (Dominican Republic), Moin Bay (Costa Rica), Turbo 

(Colombia), Tarragona (Spain), Vado Ligure (Savona - Italy), 

covered every week by motor vessels owned by a company 

located in Genova.

This activity led to the seizure of approx. 456 kg of cocaine, 
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in particular:

- on 27.06.2015,  219.320 kg of cocaine were seized, divided 

into 190 slabs concealed in a load of 1080 sacks of cocoa 

beans;

- on 20.08.2015, based on the information provided by the 

Spanish counterpart, 122.065 kg of cocaine were seized. 

They were divided into 111 slabs found inside 5 backpacks 

concealed in a container containing 360 sacks of cocoa 

beans ;

- on 7.02.2016, 113.547 kg of cocaine divided into 100 slabs 

were seized. Said drug was found inside 4 backpacks 

concealed in a container.

These shipments revealed similarities in the modus operandi: 

transport on the same ship, the drug was inside big black 

bags of the same model; it was concealed inside containers 

carrying cocoa beans; the  shipping agent and recipient were 

the same. The above facts proved that a criminal organization 

was behind the traffic.

Operation DICTATOR         

This investigation was carried out by the Carabinieri 

Operational Department in Padova into some individuals of 

Colombian origin - responsible for the import of cocaine from 

Colombia to the Este, Padova and Chioggia areas - as well 

as some Italian nationals involved in the supply of hashish 

destined for the above mentioned areas.

The investigation led to the total seizure of 1.680 kg of 

cocaine, 16.629 kg of hashish and 51.127 g of amphetamine 

coming from Moldova.

On 12.10.2016, at the end of an investigation which was 

carried out also with the help of hi-tech means 3 custody 

orders, issued on October 3 by the Preliminary investigation 

Judge in Rovigo, were carried out against 7 individuals.

Operation FRANCO 2016        

The investigation was carried out by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Bolzano together with the Carabinieri 

Company in Egna (Bolzano) against a large drug distribution 

run by a criminal group composed of non EEC nationals.

During such investigation 1 kg of heroin, € 22,000 were 

seized and 19 persons were arrested in flagrante delicto.

At the end of the investigation 11 custody orders issued by 

the Preliminary Investigation Judge in Bolzano were carried 

out.

Operation KU JE 2016        

This investigation was conducted by the Judicial Police 

Section of the State Police at the Court in Trento against a 

criminal organization composed of Albanians and Tunisians, 

involved in a significant drug trafficking between Trento, 

Bolzano and Brescia. 

The investigation highlighted the integration of this criminal 

organization in the Trento society. Such organization had 

a pyramidal structure with Albanian criminals at the top, 

availing themselves of Tunisian or Algerian pushers. Not to be 

noticed, traffickers used to hand the drug over to the pushers 

in business premises near their places of residence and soon 

after to go back home with their families.

This investigation led to the seizure of 1.7 kg of cocaine, 2.2 

kg of heroin, to the arrest of 22 individuals, while 15 subjects 

were reported but not arrested and 9 were searched. 

On 15.09.2016 6 search warrants and 16 preventive measures 

were issued by the competent Judicial Authority (15 preventive 

custody orders and 1 house arrest).

Operation WOLAFF 2016        

This investigation conducted by the Guardia di Finanza 

Company in Orio al Serio, started with the monitoring of 

possible “body packers” along risky routes:

- identify a criminal organization of Senegalese origin, 

residing in France and Italy, involved in recruiting couriers 

and trafficking in cocaine destined for Italy;

- ascertain that the investigated organization carried out 

this illicit activity mainly employing couriers residing in 

Portugal;

- ascertain that the persons in charge of smuggling drug 

ovules into Italy mainly departed from Portugal  reaching 

the airports in Bergamo - Orio al Serio and Malpensa, or 

the Nice airport. From there they entered Italy by car or 

train through the border post in Ventimiglia.

The investigation led to the total seizure of 4.847 kg of 

cocaine and the arrest in flagrante delicto of 5 people living 
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in Portugal.

Operation BROKER        

This investigation was carried out by the State Police 

Criminal Investigative Unit in Parma into an Italian pusher 

with several convictions. It identified two different supply 

channels managed by persons of Albanian and Neapolitan 

origin respectively.

The operation led to the seizure of 5.322 kg of heroin, 4 kg 

of hashish and 50 g of cocaine as well as to the arrest of 4 

people.

Operation USERNAME 2013        

The investigation was conducted by the Tax Police Unit of 

the Guardia di Finanza in Rome into an Italian- Guatemalan 

organization based in Rome, headed by an Italian previous 

offender responsible for a cocaine trafficking performed 

through couriers coming from Guatemala. 

This activity led to the seizure of the total amount of 12 kg of 

cocaine and to the arrest in flagrante delicto of 4 individuals 

coming from Guatemala.

On 10.11.2016 a preventive custody order was executed, 

issued against 15 suspects.

Operation FIRE & ICE UPDATE        

This investigation was conducted by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Rome, following a report by the U. S.  

D.E.A., in order to tackle a drug money laundering activity.

During the investigation carried out, two different Roman 

drug trafficking organizations importing drugs from Spain 

were pinpointed.

During this investigation 3 Italian nationals were arrested 

and 1.4 kg of cocaine and 100 grams of hashish were seized.

On 02.10.2015 the investigating unit reported to the 

competent Judicial Authority 42 subjects under Art. 73 and 

74 of DPR 309/90. On 10.11.2016 a preventive custody order 

against 15 suspects was carried out together with G.I.C.O. 

officers.

Operation BLACK OPS        

The investigation was carried out by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Ascoli Piceno against a marijuana and 

hashish trafficking run by two Italian brothers in the Ascoli 

Piceno province. Other Italians and foreign nationals were 

involved in this illicit activity.

The investigation led to the seizure of 11.6 kg of marijuana, 

100 g of cocaine and 50 g of hashish, and to the arrest in 

flagrante delicto of 3 people.

On 25.01.2017 8 preventive custody orders and 4 house 

searches were carried out that led to the detection of further  

40 g of marijuana.

Operation HOPE AND DESPAIR        

The investigation, conducted by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Rome was carried out following the 

seizure of 41.5 kg of cocaine from an Italian national holding 

said drug on behalf of a criminal group composed of Italians.

Operation TIRO MANCINO        

This investigation was conducted by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Palermo against a criminal organization 

headed by the ABBATE mafia clan. Said organization was 

involved in the import to Palermo and nearby provinces of 

large drug quantities purchased on the Neapolitan market. 

This investigation led to the seizure of 425 kg of hashish, 

15.854 kg of cocaine, 0.5 kg of heroin, 1 kg of marijuana, a 

semiautomatic pistol with cal. 7.65 ammunitions,  € 11,175, 

and to the arrest of 17 Italian nationals.

On 1.6.15 the investigating Unit reported 34 people to 

the competent Judicial Authority that issued preventive 

measures. Such measures were carried out on 12.7.16 against 

26 members of the organization (12 were imprisoned and 14 

put under house arrest).

Operation TERRA MIA        

This investigation was conducted by the State Police Criminal 

Investigative Unit in Taranto into a criminal organization 

operating in eastern Taranto province, involved in cocaine 

hashish and marijuana trafficking as well as in extortion and 

arms trafficking. 

During this investigative activity 5.700 kg of marijuana, 3.040 

kg of hashish, 614 g of cocaine, weapons and ammunitions 
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were seized.

At the end of the investigation the operating Unit reported 78 

individuals to the Antimafia District Judicial Authority (D.D.A.) 

in Lecce.

On 14.09.2016, preventive custody orders issued by the 

Preliminary Investigation Judge were carried out against 5 

people.

Operation CALESSE        

This investigation was conducted by the Carabinieri Company 

Command in Carbonia, following the monitoring of a few local 

pushers. Investigative developments led to three criminal 

groups operating in Cagliari who were in close contact with 

a criminal group composed of Italians of Sardinian origin, 

residing in the Netherlands, who were responsible for sending 

to Cagliari drug supplies, in particular heroin.

It was ascertained that investigated subjects periodically 

travelled to the Netherlands, both to plan drug imports and 

to make the relevant payments.

The investigation led to:

- the seizure in Italy of 1.4 kg of drugs (heroin, hashish and 

cocaine) and the arrest in flagrante delicto of 8 people;

- the seizure abroad of over 4 kg of heroin and the arrest in  

flagrante delicto  of 4 people.

On May 17, 2016 the preventive custody orders issued by the 

Judicial Authority were carried out (10 in prison and 13 under 

house arrest and 4 under mandatory residence.

Operation AMPIO SPETTRO        

This investigation was conducted by the Tax Police Unit of 

the Guardia di Finanza in Bari into the Mafia clan MISCEO-

TELEGRAFO involved, inter alia, in drug trafficking in the Bari 

area.

During the investigation 460 g of heroin, 5.5 g of cocaine, 

34.5 g of hashish, 706.4 g of marijuana, € 1,970, 3 bulletproof 

jackets and a Beretta gun  seized, an individual was arrested 

and a minor was reported.

On 19.03.2015 the report containing all evidence gathered 

against 47 members of the investigated Mafia clan was 

submitted.

On  22.06.2016 the relevant custody order against 45 subjects 

was carried out.

Operation OCEANO 2014        

This investigation was conducted by the Tax Police Unit of the 

Guardia di Finanza in Lecce into Albanian and Italian nationals 

involved in drug trafficking in the Lecce area. 

The investigation led to the seizure of 106.226 kg of marijuana, 

18.012 kg of heroin, 14.933 kg of cocaine and to the arrest 

of 14 subjects.

On 23.03.2016, at the end of the investigation a report was 

submitted to the Judicial Authority that on 13.09.2016 issued 

a preventive custody order (arrest in jail for 11 subjects and 

house arrest for 7).

Operation FINIBUS        

This investigation was carried out by the Carabinieri Company 

in Francavilla Fontana (BR), following information on a 

possible cocaine and hashish trafficking destined for the area 

of Brindisi, carried out by individuals residing in Francavilla 

Fontana, Oria and Torre Santa Susanna. 

The investigation highlighted two criminal groups obtaining 

large cocaine supplies directly in the Netherlands.  

On 16.11.2015 a preventive custody order issued by 

Preliminary Investigation Judge of the Court in Brindisi 

against 14 individuals was executed. 

On 26.04.2016 the operating Unit executed restrictive 

measures against further 8 suspects, issued by the Preliminary 

Investigation Judge at the Court in Lecce, upon request of 

DDA, for criminal conspiracy aimed at drug trafficking and 

illegal arms detention.

26 Part One

Operation AMPIO SPETTRO



Operation “WINEHOUSE”         

This investigation was conducted by the Carabinieri in Aversa 

into a criminal organization involved in cocaine and hashish 

distribution in the Aversa/Caserta area.

It was supported by wire-tapping and room bugging and led 

to the total seizure of 1.650 kg of hashish, 80 g of marijuana, 

450 g of cocaine and 155 g of crack.

On 09.12.2016, the operating Unit executed restrictive 

measures issued by the Preliminary investigation Judge at 

the Court in Naples against 11 suspects.

Operation SIX TOWN         

This investigation was conducted by the State Police 

Headquarters in Catanzaro, together with the Carabinieri 

Provincial Command in Crotone into 6 individuals against 

which a preventive custody order, issued by the Preliminary 

Investigation Judge at the Court in Catanzaro was carried out. 

Such persons were responsible for Mafia criminal conspiracy 

as members of the “Ndrangheta “ group IONA - MARRAZZO, 

operating in the bordering area between Cosenza and 

Crotone provinces. 

In such context, on 18.10.2016, the Carabinieri Provincial 

Command in Crotone carried out 29 restrictive measures 

for drug trafficking criminal conspiracy and other offences 

against the  Belvedere-Spinello clan.

Operation PAPERINO DRUG         

This investigation was conducted by the Carabinieri Company 

in Aversa into a criminal group involved in a widespread 

activity of cocaine, crack and hashish pushing in Aversa. 

The investigation revealed that the group under investigation 

was in possession of several types of drugs and supplied 

a large customer base (among which minors). There was 

a subdivision of functions among the members, who used 

sometimes business activities as bases for pushing. 

On 15.11.2016 the operating Unit, at the end of the 

investigation, carried out restrictive measures issued on 

November 8 by the Court in Naples - Preliminary investigation 

Judge Office, against 14 individuals under investigation for 

the crimes under Art. 110 and 81 of the Penal Code and Art. 

73 of DPR 309/90.

THE OPERATIONAL COORDINATION CARRIED 

OUT BY THE DIREZIONE CENTRALE PER I 

SERVIZI ANTIDROGA AS AN ADDED VALUE TO 

THE INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITY

The D.C.S.A. coordination activity is realized by processing 

all information and investigative outcomes coming from the 

Italian Law Enforcement units and the reports on foreign 

countries, submitted through the Italian Law Enforcement 

Attachés posted abroad as well as the foreign Liaison Officers 

working in Italy or provided by foreign Law Enforcement 

Agencies via international cooperation channels (mainly 

Interpol and Europol). 

This activity is a necessary and crucial support to domestic 

investigations and international cooperation. In 2016 D.C.S.A. 

coordinated 1768 investigations and reported 640 possible 

overlaps to the operating units (+2.24% with respect to 

the previous year). This enabled investigators and Judicial 

Authorities to have access to the same information, so 

optimizing the resources employed and verifying investigation 

strategies. It also avoided dangerous situations for police 

operators and to damage investigations themselves.

Within its coordination activity, the Direzione Centrale per 

i Servizi Antidroga organized 18 coordination meetings 

between domestic Law Enforcement units and foreign 

agencies involved. Representatives of D.C.S.A. took part 

in 10 coordination meetings organized abroad by foreign 

counterparts, Europol and Eurojust.

Furthermore:

- 17 controlled delivery operations were promoted and/or 

supported (2 at international and 15 at national level);

- 13 requests for international judicial assistance by the 

Italian Judicial Authority and 3 requests for rogatory 

commissions from foreign Judicial Authority were 

facilitated and sped up through D.C.S.A. Law Enforcement 

Attaches abroad.

D.C.S.A., availing itself of the “Drug@onLine” Section set 

up and coordinated operations in Italy, including special 

operations, aimed at identifying the supply channels of 

the pushers operating on the Italian market, through the 

sales on the open web of the most widespread substances. 

Such operations in the open web and the dark net were 
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also carried out in cooperation with foreign Liaison officers 

and Law Enforcement Authorities, given the transnational 

character of such investigations, the scope of the web, 

which has potentially no boundaries. Such operational 

activities were then upgraded by high tech investigations 

and “online undercover agents” conducted by the Italian Law 

Enforcement agencies, supported and coordinated by the 

above-mentioned Section.

The operations, described with more details in the Second 

Part, page 98 often highlighted the transnational character of 

the Internet drug sale, pointing out the need for an effective 

international cooperation among Law Enforcement agencies 

aimed at a quick and constant information exchange.
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With respect to the previous year, the seizure trend showed:

- an increase of 16.12% for cocaine;

- a decrease of 35.50% for heroin;

- an increase of 347.15% for marijuana;

- a decrease of 64.81% for hashish; 

- a decrease of 29.54% of the seizure for amphetamines 

in doses and a decrease of 22.53% for amphetamines in 

powder; 

- a decrease of 13.62% of drug abuse deaths.

The enforcement efforts reached high levels and culminated 

in the seizure of a total of 71,671.52 kg (-14.86%) of drugs 

and in the report of 32,992 persons (+17.63%) to the Judicial 

Authority for drug-related crimes, specifically 12,623 foreign 

nationals (+22.49%) and 1,372 minors (+21.31%).

DRUG OPERATIONS
In 2016 drug operations involving the drugs which by law 

cannot be traded or trafficked in (this means that they do 

not include operations ending with administrative sanctions 

issued by the Prefect) amounted to 23,734, with an increase 

of 23.04% in comparison with 2015.  

Ten-year trend

Since 2007, the average value of drug operations has always 

been around 22,000 per year, with the highest rate  in 2016 

with 23,734 operations and  the lowest one in 2015 with 

19,290 operations. 

This difference is to be analyzed from another perspective, 

based on a  new and more effective way of gathering the 

information, which allows to  consolidate the data by the end 

of the reporting year.

FOREWORD  
In 2016,  as in the previous years, positive results were 

achieved in the fight against the spreading of narcotic drugs 

and psychotropic substances carried out in Italy by the law 

enforcement authorities - in some cases with the support 

of the D.C.S.A. Law Enforcement Attachés stationed abroad.

In the reporting year, the analysis of data gathered by the 

Direzione Centrale per i Servizi Antidroga - mainly referring 

to drug operations, persons reported to the Judicial Authority 

and drug seizures - emphasized that drug demand and supply 

were still high, despite the strong efforts made by the law 

enforcement authorities to combat illicit drug trafficking. 
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NATIONAL  DATA
2016

% 
variation 2015

Overall drug seizures kg 71,671.52 -14.86%

Cocaine  kg 4,707.21 16.12%

Heroin  kg 496.89 -35.50%

Cannabis

Hashish  kg 23,898.89 -64.81%

Marijuana  kg 41,647.78 347.15%

Plants  no. 464,723 233.65%

      Total Cannabis
kg 65,546.67 -15.14%

plants 464,723 233.65%

Synthetic
drugs

Amphetamines
in doses no. 12,825 -29.54%

in powder kg 22.79 -22.53%

Others

in doses no. 6,312 -26.28%

in powder kg 44.85 83.01%

Total 
in powder kg 67.64 25.43%

in doses no. 19,137 -28 .50%

Other drugs

in doses no. 185,233 317.22%

in powder kg 853.10 -58.74%

Drug operations no. no. 23,734 23.04%

Persons reported to the 
Judicial Authority

no. 32,992 17.63%

arrested 23,384 18.31%

not arrested 9,339 15.72%

at large 269 26.89%

among them:
foreigners 12,623 22.49%

minors 1,372 21.31%

Drug abuse deaths 266 -13.62
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Drug Operations- Regional distribution  
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4,030

116 1,586

1,742
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Lazio with a total of 4,030 operations is in the lead with 

respect to the other regions, followed by Lombardia (3,608), 

Campania (2,086), Emilia Romagna (1,818), Sicily (1,742) and 

Tuscany (1, 664).

The lowest levels were recorded in Molise (116) and Valle 

d’Aosta (47). 

In comparison with 2015 police activities mainly increased 

in Tuscany (+37.41%), Lazio (+36.33%), Sardinia (+34.08%), 

Emilia Romagna (+32.12%), Sicily (+32.07%) and  Friuli 

Venezia Giulia (+31.33%).

According to macro areas, in 2016 the overall number of drug 

operations showed that the North of Italy was in the lead 

with 40.20%, followed by the South of Italy and islands with 

31.73% and by Central Italy with 28.07%. 
Drug operations (no.) in 2016
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Drug seizures in 2016 2016
% 

variation 2015

Cocaine kg 4,707.21 16.12%

Heroin kg 496.89 -35.50%

Cannabis

Hashish kg 23,898.89 -64.81%

Marujuana kg 41,647.78 347.15%

Plants no. 464,723 233.65%

Synthetic 
drugs

kg 67.64 25.43%

no. 19,137 -28.50%

Other drugs

kg 853.10 -58.74%

no. 185,233 317.22%

                    Total        

kg 71,671.52 -14.86%

no. 204,370 187.19

plants  no. 464,723 233.65

The cocaine traffickers operating in Italy were above all 

supplied by the Colombian market. This substance was 

mainly transported through Ecuador, Venezuela, Brazil and 

the Dominican Republic and, once in Europe, through Spain 

and the Netherlands. The heroin sold in our country mainly 

originated from Afghanistan passing through Turkey and the 

Balkan peninsula. Hashish is trafficked using the smuggling 

routes transiting Morocco, Spain and France. As far as 

synthetic drugs are concerned the Dutch market still played a 

major role in Italy. Marijuana mostly came from Albania and 

Greece.  In Italy, the major criminal organizations involved in 

the drug trafficking sector were:

-  With regard to cocaine: the ‘Ndrangheta, the Camorra and 

the Balkan and South American crime groups;

- With regard to heroin: the Puglia and Campania-based 

crime groups in close contact with Albanian and Balkan 

organizations; 

- With regard to cannabis derivatives: Lazio, Puglia-based 

and Sicilian criminal networks along with Maghrebi, Spanish 

and Albanian groups.

Ten-year trend 

Since 2007, the drug seizures have always been over 31 

tonnes, peaking in 2014 with 154,506 kg and reaching the 

lowest quantities in 2010 with 31,509 kg . These significant 

values were mainly due to the seizures of cannabis derivatives, 

which in the last five years, have levelled on an average of 

80,000 kg per year.

In 2016, with respect to the previous year, there were 

increases in the seizures of cocaine (+16.12%), marijuana 

(+347.15%), cannabis plants (+233.65%), and synthetic drugs 

in kg (+25.43%).

On the contrary, there was a drop in the seizures of heroin 

(-35.50%), hashish (-64.81%), L.S.D. (-27.31%) and synthetic 

drugs in doses (-28.50%). 

The most significant seizure, amounting to 3,326.80 kg of 

hashish, was made in July in the waters bordering the Port 

of Civitavecchia.

Mention must also be made of the data concerning the 

seizures of psychoactive substances which are not commonly 

used in our country:  khat (221.54 kg) poppy bulbs (29.00 

kg), morphine (10.1 kg) and ketamine (2.52 kg).

DRUG SEIZURES
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160,000
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84,183
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72,139

50,193
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Drug seizures – regional distribution
With respect to 2015, a significant increase in seizures 

was recorded in Marche (+1,073.72%), Puglia (+409.36%), 

Trentino Alto Adige (+227.58%) and Lazio (+205.49%).

The most significant percentage drops were recorded in 

Sardinia (-91.95%), Sicily (-83.95%), Valle d'Aosta (-52.48%) 

and Liguria (-44.11%).

The analysis of drug seizures according to macro areas 

revealed that, in 2016, the South of Italy and islands 

are in the lead with 56.08%, followed 

by the Centre with 22.91% and the 

North with 21.01%.

Puglia, with a total quantity of 27,928.43 kg of drugs and over 

125,534 cannabis plants seized, is in the lead as absolute 

value with respect to the other regions, followed by Lazio 

(11,519.53 kg), Lombardia (7,638.98 kg), Sicily (5,083.96 kg), 

Campania (2,719.70 kg), Marche (2,544.58 kg) and Calabria 

(2,350.37 kg). 

The lowest levels were recorded in Basilicata (29.99 kg) and 

Valle d'Aosta (12.88 kg). 

114.67
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1,874.21
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1,617.71

194.99

1,918.65

2,010.15

307.33
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1,836.54

11,519.53

35.21
27,928.43
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266.22

56.08%
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The histograms here below show the incidence of the seizures 

at maritime borders with respect to the total quantity of 

seizures made in the period 2015/2016.

The Italian peninsula is one of the main drug gateways 

to Europe due to its geographic position at the centre of 

the Mediterranean sea and its eight-thousand kilometers 

of coasts. Moreover the important criminal organizations 

operating in Italy can rely on widespread and consolidated 

links abroad and  have thorough control over the territory. 

They can manage the international drug trafficking and  

control their domestic markets at the same time.

In 2016  drug seizures in Italy amounted to 71,671.52 kg, of 

which 21,877.42 kg  (30.52%) were seized at border areas. In 

2015 seizures amounted to 84,182.74 kg, of which 61,573.58 

kg (73.14%) were stopped at border areas. In 2015/2016 

there was a sharp decrease (-64.47%) in the amount of drugs 

stopped at border areas. 

COUNTERACTIVITY AT THE ITALIAN BORDER AREAS

In 2016 marijuana was the mostly seized drug at borders, 

(61.77% of the total amount).

2015 2016

National       at borders National       at borders 

21,877.42

61,573.58

71,671.52

84,182.74

2016

Total of national drug seizures/total of drug seizures at borders (kg) 
2015/2016

drug seizures at borders (kg) 2015 - 2016

2015

             
     

    
   

Mar
iti

m
e 

(9
2.

24
%

) 
  

  
  

  
  
   

   
   

   

   
    

    
      

                  Land (2.83%
)           A

ir (4.93%
)

(73.14%)

(30.52%)

Cocaine (11.12%) Hashish (22.76%)

Heroin (0.73%)

Marijuana (61.77%)

Synthetic drugs 
(0.19%)

Other drugs (3.42%)



36 Part one

Hashish was the least seized drug at borders; in 2015/2016 it 

decreased by 90.78% as shown in the graph below, 

In 2016 2,433.57 kg of cocaine were seized at border areas, 

of which 2,032.01 kg at sea borders. In 2015 seizures at 

borders were equal to 2,152.94 kg, of which 1,739.72 kg at 

sea border areas. 

The above-mentioned drug were mostly seized at sea border 

areas while heroin, by contrast, continued to be mostly seized 

at air border areas. 
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while cocaine slightly increased (+13.03%).

2015 2016

2,433.57
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COCAINE
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The graph below shows cocaine seizures carried out at port 

areas in the five-year period 2012 – 2016. Such seizures 

showed a downward trend, although in the period 2015/2016 

there was an increase of 16.8%.

However, the trend of seizures at sea borders in 2016 should 

not mislead as to the real incidence of the seizures in terms 

of percentage (83.50%) in comparison with the total amount 

seized at borders. The average in the medium and long run 

helps better understand the changes in the strategies adopted 

by criminal organizations. They exploit the development and/

or the growth of the Mediterranean ports, as well as the new 

trade agreements signed with countries which traditionally 

traffic in cocaine on behalf of producing countries, increasing 

the turnover of cocaine trafficking by sea. Sometimes the 

drug is directly imported in Italy without transiting through 

Spain or Northern Europe, which are traditionally entry, 

transit and stocking areas of the cocaine destined for the 

European market. 

The drug is imported in Italy mainly through the seaport areas 

located on the West coast of our country, directly from South 

American producing areas and via Western African countries. 

In particular, the seaport of Gioia Tauro is the main entry 

point for South-American cocaine in Italy. In 2016, 1,649.20 

kg were seized in this important hub, that is equal to 81.16% 

of the overall maritime border seizures. The downward trend 

registered in the last five years is strongly influenced by 2015 

data (in 2016 the overall seizures are in line with the two-year 

period 2013-2014).

In 2016, the other main seaports involved in cocaine 

trafficking were: Livorno (262.17 kg) and Vado Ligure (SV)

(113.55 kg). 

As far as the alleged countries of origin of the cocaine seized 

at Italian port areas (quantities over 100 kg) are concerned, 

mention must be made of: 

- Brazil, 1,137.32 kg;

- Dominican Republic, 250.14 kg;

- Chile, 226.54 kg;

- Ecuador, 167.41 kg;

- Bolivia, 117.08 kg.

The constant downward trend at air borders shows that drug 

traffickers preferred to use maritime routes instead of air 

carriers to deliver cocaine. From 2012 to 2016 seizures at air 

borders decreased by 73%.
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Also in 2016 cocaine was the most seized drug at air borders. 

The Italian airports at the forefront in terms of quantities 

seized were Fiumicino (RM) with 124.08 kg and Malpensa 

(VA) with 85.91kg, with an incidence of 83.40% if compared 
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with the total of the seizures at air borders. Other airports 

involved, although to a lesser extent, were: Linate (MI) with 

17.62 kg; G. Marconi (BO) with 8.80 kg; Marco Polo (VE) with 

5.22 kg and Orio Al Serio (BG) with 4.33 kg.

The largest quantities came from:

- Brazil, 101.22 kg;

- Dominican Republic, 62.62 kg;

- Peru, 41.91 kg;

- Argentina, 10.81 kg;

- Nigeria, 8.13 kg;

- The Netherlands, 5.22 kg;

- Spain, 51,13 kg

The cocaine couriers were Brazilian (no. 20), Italian (no. 19), 

Dominican (no.16) and Nigerian (no. 9) nationals.

In 2016, seizures had a peak at land borders (149.75 

kg) if compared with the five-year period under study; 

thus confirming that, as already said, criminal syndicates 

continuously change their strategies.

In 2016 the largest cocaine seizures were carried out at the 

following land border areas:

‒  highway toll area in Sterzing (BZ),100.70 Kg;

‒ crossing point of Brogeda (CO), 32.89 Kg;

‒ Mont Blanc tunnel (AO), 8.64 Kg.

It is worth noticing that in 2016 the overall amount of 

seizures at Sterzing (BZ) was higher than the overall amount 

of seizures at land border areas in each year from 2012 to 

2015.
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In 2016, the seizures at Sterzing (BZ) crossing point was 

67.24% of the total amount of seizures carried out at Italian 

land crossing points.
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Total 
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67.24%

The incidence of the seizures in these areas is less important if 

compared with the other border areas (6.15%). Nonetheless a 

progressive increase in the cocaine transiting above all at the 

North-Eastern border areas cannot be ruled out considering 

the increasing role played by Serbian-Montenegrin and Balkan 

crime, in general,  as far as cocaine international trafficking 

is concerned. Cocaine reaches the area by sea routes and is 

then trafficked together with the other illicit drugs (first of 

all heroin) though the well-known  “Balkan route” up to the 

Albanian coasts. From there it is either transported by sea to 

the Italian ports or by land routes to the European markets 

and Italy through the Eastern crossing points. It cannot be 

ruled out that the criminal organizations may have direct 

contacts with the organizations of the countries of origin of 

cocaine.
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COCAINE 
MAIN CUSTOMS AREAS IN TERMS OF DRUGS SEIZED/INCIDENCE 

ON SEIZURES MADE AT BORDERS

0

0

1,649.20

0.04
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8.64

3.47

5.22

0.10

116.62

263.26

0

0

7.99

125.16

0
0

0

100.70

144.38

BCP 
AUTOFIORI (IM)

kg 1.12 (0.75%)

LANDADO LIGURE PORT
kg 113.55 (5.59%)

C. COLOMBO (GE) AIRPORT
 kg 1.02 (0.40%)

CASELLE (TO) AIRPORT 
 kg 1.73 (0.69%)

TUNNEL M. BIANCO (AO)
 kg 8.64 (5.77%)

BCP DOMODOSSOLA FFSS 
 kg 1.74 (1.16%)

BCP PONTE CHIASSO FFSS (CO)
 kg 3.08 (2.06%)

BCP PONTE CHIASSO (CO)
 kg 0.55 (0.37%)

BCP BROGEDA (CO)
 kg 32.89 (21.96%)

ORIO AL SERIO (BG)  AIRPORT
kg 4.33 (1.72%)

MALPENSA (VA) AIRPORT
 kg 85.91 (34.12%)

LINATE (MI) AIRPORT  
kg 17.62 (7.00%)

 STERZING  (BZ)
 kg 100.70 (67.24%)

MARCO POLO (VE) AIRPORT 
kg 5.22 (2.07%)

G. MARCONI (BO) AIRPORT
kg 8.80 (3.49%)

GIOIA TAURO (RC) PORT 
kg 1,649.20 (81.16%)

CIAMPINO (RM) AIRPORT
kg 1.08 (0.43%)

FIUMICINO (RM) AIRPORT 
kg 124.08 (49.28%)

TORRES (SS) PORT
 kg 4.84 (0.24%)

OLBIA (SS)
 kg 2.25 (0.11%)

G. GALILEI (PI) AIRPORT
kg 1.08 (0.43%)

LIVORNO PORT
 kg 262.17 (12.90%)

BCP 
VENTIMIGLIA FFSS (IM)

kg 0.93 (0.62%) 

FERTILIA (SS) AIRPORT
kg 0.57 (0.23%)

 Persons reported to the J.A. at borders 
for cocaine (13)

Foreigners (128) Italians (32)

Country

Brazil Dominican 
Republic

Nigeria Kiribati Morocco Peru Albania Spain Portugal

Argentine Switzerland Colombia Venezuela Slovenia Romenia Germany Tunisia United States 
of America

Slovakia

Poland Paraguay Pakistan Holland Mexico Mali Kosovo Guinea Guatemala Greece

Syria

United Kingdom France Croatia Ivory Cooast

21 19 9 9 8 6 6 5 5

5 4 4 3 2 2 2 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1

1 1 1 1
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HEROIN

In 2016 the seizures at border areas amounted to 159.90 kg, 

with a decrease by 37.26% in comparison with 2015 (254.87 

kg). 

Graphs below show the incidence in terms of percentage 

of heroin seizures , subdivided according to the different 

borders. 

2015 2016

National       at borders National       at borders 

159.90

254.87

496.89

770.41

33.08%

32.18%

(Afghanistan – Pakistan – Countries of the Arab Peninsula – 

Countries of Eastern Africa- European market).

Heroin seizures at borders (kg) 2015/2016

2015 2016

56.81

86.22

Incidence on the seizures of heroin coming from Pakistan and United Arab 
Emirates in comparison with the total of air border seizures (kg) in 2016

Total of air border seizures from Pakistan and United 
Arab Emirates 

65.89%

Among the other countries of origin, mention must also be 

made of:

- The Netherlands, 5.79 kg;

- Belgium, 3.85 kg;

- Madagascar, 3.50 kg;

- Kenya, 2.27 kg;

- Mozambico, 2.10 kg.

The couriers involved in heroin trafficking by air (No. 46) are 

mainly of Nigerian (No. 17) and Pakistani origin (No. 17).

The Adriatic ports continued to be the ports of destination of 

the heroin arriving in Italy by sea. The port of Trieste ranked 

first with 57.20 kg of heroin seized in 2016, equal to 77.78% 

of the overall maritime seizures. The port of Bari ranked 

second with 15.03 kg of heroin seized although it showed a 

downward trend as to the seizures referring to the five-year 

time 2012 – 2016 . 

26.14%

73.18%

0.69%

53.92%

45.99%

0.09%

In 2016 heroin seizures at air borders were 86.22 kg, equal 

to 53.92% of the total of the seizures carried out at borders, 

(186.51 kg in 2015, 73.18% of the total). Although the 

seizures carried out at air borders in the two years under 

study have the highest incidence, they remarkably decreased 

if compared with those at sea borders. 

The airports mainly involved in heroin trafficking were 

Fiumicino (RM) with 38.14 kg and Malpensa (VA) with 32.83 

kg.; together they are equal to 82.31% of the total of seizures 

carried out at airports  

The heroin seized at Italian airports coming from Pakistan 

(33.08 kg) and United Arab Emirates (23.73 kg) is equal to 

65.89% of the overall heroin seizures at air borders. The 

data confirm the importance of the Arab peninsula as a 

transit area of the heroin trafficked along the Southern route 

As far as the heroin seized at land borders (0.15 kg ) is 

concerned the total of seizures is of little importance 

considering that their incidence rate was of 0.09% if compared 

with the total of maritime border seizures.  

0

18

35

53

70

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

15.03

23.14

32.93

7.34

68.33

Seizures of heroin in the port of Bari (kg) 2012/2016

Total of heroin national seizures/(kg) /total of seizures at borders
2015/2016

Maritime

Land

Air
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0

0

0

0

1.85

0

0

1.79

57.20

0

0.67

0

0

4.42

39.29
0

15.03

3.50

0

36.16

FIUMICINO (RM) AIRPORT
 kg 38.14 (44.24%)

CIAMPINO (RM) AIRPORT
 kg 1.15 (1.33%)

G. GALILEI (PI) AIRPORT
 kg 0.61 (0.71%)

FONTANAROSSA (CT) AIRPORT
 kg 3.50 (4.06%)

LINATE (MI) AIRPORT  
 kg 1.98 (2.29%)

BARI PORT
 kg 15.03 (20.44%)

TRIESTE PORT
 kg 57.20 (77.78%)

OLBIA (SS) PORT
kg 1.25 (1.70%)

BCP PONTE TRESA  (CO)          
 kg 0.15 (100%)

MALPENSA (MI)  AIRPORT
kg 32.83 (38.08%)

ORIO AL SERIO (BG) AIRPORT
kg 1.19 (1.38%)

   VILLA FRANCA (VR) AIRPORT 
kg 1.79 (2.08%)

AIRPORT G MARCONI (BO)
 kg 1.85 (2.14%)

COSTA SMERALDA (SS) AIRPORT 
kg 1.20 (1.39%)

ELMAS (CA) AIRPORT
kg 1.00 (1.16%)

FERTILIA (SS) AIRPORT
 kg 0.97 (1.12%)

 Persons reported to the J.A. at borders 
for heroin (13)

Foreigners (49) Italians (4)

Country

Pakistan Nigeria Iran Greece Ivory Coast Tunisia

Sierra leone Portugal Nigeria Morocco Libya India France Albania

17 17 2 2 2 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

HEROIN 
MAIN CUSTOMS AREAS IN TERMS OF DRUGS SEIZED/INCIDENCE 

ON SEIZURES MADE AT BORDERS
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HASHISH

In 2016 4,978.55 kg of hashish were seized at border areas, 

showing a sharp decrease (-90.78%) in comparison with 

54,018.56 kg seized in 2015. In 2016 the incidence of border 

seizures compared with the overall national seizures was 

equal to 20.83%, while in 2015 it was of 79.53%.  The largest 

quantities were seized at maritime borders as shown in the 

graphs below.

2015 2016

National       at borders National       at borders 

4,978.55

54,018.56

23,898.89

67,922.93

79.53%

20.83%

Hashish seizures at borders (kg) 2015/2016

2015

2016
98.78%

0.03%

94.04%

0.52%

Maritime

Land

Air

1.18%

5.45%

The graphs highlight hashish seizures at sea borders in the 

five-year time 2012-2016. They show a slight upward trend, 

although the data are influenced by the peak marked in 2014, 

when a large number of operations were carried out in the 

international waters and in the waters bordering the Italian 

ports involving each time huge quantities of drugs.

0

27,500

55,000

82,500

110,000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

4,681.64

53,360.57

100,137.01

25,677.04

1,623.20

Hashish seizures at maritime borders (kg) 2012/2016

As in the case of cocaine,  also hashish arrived in the ports 

located along the Western site of the peninsula. In 2016, 

the largest quantity (3,326.80 kg) was seized in the waters 

bordering the port in Civitavecchia where further 700.04 kg 

were also seized. The other ports in order of importance 

were the following:

- Cagliari, 500.06 kg;

- Genova, 108.51 kg;

- Porto Torres (SS), 23.95 kg;

- Pozzallo (RG), 19.10 kg. 

Spain ranked first as country of origin of the hashish seized 

at maritime borders (4,027.93 kg) equal to 86% of the total 

of maritime seizures. The hashish seized came from Morocco, 

which is the main hashish supplier of the European consuming 

markets.

The persons involved in maritime hashish trafficking were 

Italian (No. 31), Moroccan  (No. 5), Polish (No. 2) and Dutch 

nationals (No. 1). 

As far as land border areas are concerned, the only crossing 

point involved was Autofiori (IM) with kg 270.99  kg. This 

quantity is equal to the total of the seizures (271.09 kg)  

Total of hashish national seizures/(kg) /total of seizures at borders
2015/2016
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carried out at land border areas located along the main land 

route crossing Spain – France – Italy. The majority of the 

subjects reported for such hashish trafficking at land border 

areas were European nationals (15 out of 16).

0

175

350

525

700

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

271.09

639.83

116.19118.02
63.92

Hashish seizures at land borders (kg) 2012/2016

Air border areas were the least affected by hashish trafficking. 

Indeed their incidence was equal to 0.52% of the total of 

the seizures made at borders. The most important seizures 

were carried out at the airports in  Malpensa (VA),  Fiumicino 

(RM) and Linate (MI). The overall amount seized (20.71 kg) 

at these three airports has an incidence of 80.24% compared 

with the total amount (25.81 kg). 

The nationals involved in hashish trafficking were mainly  

Spanish (34), French (23) and Italian nationals (18) – with an 

incidence of 74.25%. 
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0

0

0

0.03

0.97

0

0

0

0.03

379.52

1.64

0

0

529.26

4,029.74

0
0

19.46

0

17.89

MALPENSA (VA) AIRPORT
 kg 14.34 (55.57%)

LINATE (MI) AIRPORT
 kg 3.47 (13.43%)

G. MARCONI (BO) AIRPORT
 kg 0.97 (3.77%)

A. VESPUCCI (FI) AIRPORT
 kg 1.29 (5.00%)

COSTA SMERALDA (SS) AIRPORT
 kg 2.59 (10.03%)

COASTAL WATERS - PORT OF 
CIVITAVECCHIA (RM)

 kg 3,326.80 (71.06%)

CIVITAVECCHIA (RM) PORT
 kg 700.04 (14.95%)

GENOVA PORT
 kg 108.51 (2.32%)

TORRES (SS) PORT
 kg 23.95 (0.51%)

OLBIA (SS) PORT
 kg 2.53 (0.05%)

POZZALO (CA) PORT
 kg 19.10 (0.41%)

BCP AUTOFIORI (IM)
 kg 270.99 (99.96%)

FIUMICINO (RM) AIRPORT
 kg 2.90 (11.23%)

 Persons reported to the J.A. at borders 
for hashish (13)

Foreigners (105) Italians (52)

Country

Spain France Morocco Germany Switzerland Portugal Holland Tunisia Poland

South Africa Americana Slovenia Singapore Romania

37 25 13 5 3 3 3 2 2

1
1

1 1 1
Malta Libya Egypt China Brazil Belgium

1 1 1 1 1 1
Argentina

1

CAGLIARI PORT
 kg 500.06 (10.68%)

HASHISH 
MAIN CUSTOMS AREAS IN TERMS OF DRUGS SEIZED/INCIDENCE 

ON SEIZURES MADE AT BORDERS

United States 
of America
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MARIJUANA

In 2016 a total of 13.513,94 kg were seized at borders, with 

an increase of 332.4% compared to 2015 (3,125.30 kg).

98.70% of the seizures were carried out at maritime borders 

(13,338.42 kg).

2015 2016

National       at borders National       at borders 

13,513.94

3,125.31

41,647.78

9,314.11

Marijuana seizures at borders (kg) 2015/2016

2015 2016

94.01%

1.50%

98.70%

0.13%

The following histogram shows marijuana seizures at maritime 

borders in the five-year period 2012 – 2016. The year 2015 is 

remarkable, since in some areas of Albania cannabis plants 

were massively eradicated leading to a sharp decrease in the 

seizures destined for Italy.

32.45%

33.55%

4.50% 1.17%

In 2016, the majority of marijuana deliveries (11,382.36 kg 

in 11 drug operations) were carried out in the waters facing 

Puglia, specifically the provinces of :

- Lecce, 4,997.26 kg (No. 5 operations);

- Bari, 5.131.80 kg  (No. 4 operations);

- Brindisi, 1,203.30 kg (No. 1 operation);

- Foggia, 50 kg (No. 1 operation).

The graph below highlights that the largest seizures were 

carried out at port areas (quantities above 100 kg) along the 

Italian Adriatic coast, confirming the consolidated trafficking 

routes, mainly from Albania.

Mention must also be made of the seizures of 165 kg of 

marijuana carried out in International waters.

0

3,500

7,000

10,500

14,000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

13,338.42

2,937.93

13,631.20

7,415.66
8,584.02

marijuana seizures at maritime borders (kg) 2012/2016

0

138

275

413

550

Ancona Brindisi Venezia Lecce

118.00

473.81485.50504.50

Main marijuana seziures at port areas (kg) 2012/2016

The largest quantities of marijuana came from Albania 

(9,637.77 kg), Greece (900.77 kg) and Spain (112.11 kg), the 

nationals involved in sea trafficking were mainly Italian (No. 

26 persons reported) and Albanian (No. 24 persons reported) 

nationals.

The quantities of marijuana seized at land borders are not 

so important, having an incidence equal to 1.17% compared 

to the total of the seizures at border areas. The crossing 

points involved were Autofiori (IM) and Ponte San Ludovico 

(IM), with 103.69 kg and 33.28 kg seized respectively, having 

together an incidence of 86.45% compared to the total 

seizures at land borders.

As to the air borders -  which are historically less used for 

such trafficking - the largest seizures were carried out at 

Malpensa airport (VA), with 9.84 kg and Linate airport (MI), 

with 5.16 kg. Together they have an incidence of 87.82% 

compared to the total of air border seizures (17.08 kg).

Total of marijuana national seizures/(kg) /total of seizures at borders
2015/2016
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0

0

0

0.03

0.01

0

0.63

473.82

25.34

218.33

0.34

0

504.50

0.09

32.36

0
12,011.97

57.53

0

23.99

 (VA) AIRPORT MALPENSA
 kg 9.84 (57.62%) LINATE (MI) AIRPORT

 kg 5.16 (30.23%)

CICITAVECCHIA (RM) 
 kg 32.23 (0.24%)

GENOVA PORT
 kg 79.91 (0.60%)

POZZALO (CA) PORT 
 kg 57.43 (0.43%)

PASS AUTOFIORI (IM)
 kg 103.69 (65.44%)

COASTAL WATERS - LECCE

Lecce 2,166.00 (16.24%)

Gallipoli 1,187.80 (8.91%)

Otranto 899.46 (6.74%)

Melendugno 734.00 (5.50%)

Castrignano del Capo 10.00 (0.07%)

Total 4,997.26 (37.47%)

ANCONA PORT
 kg 504.50 (3.78%)

VENEZIA PORT
 kg 473.81 (3.55%)

TRIESTE PORT
 kg 13.42 (0.10%)

PASS 
PONTE SS LUDVDICO (IM)

 kg 33.28 (21.01%)

BCP BOS0VIZZA (TS)
 kg 11.90 (7.51%)

 BCP RONAGO (CO)
 kg 6.00 (3.79%)

BCP BROGEDA (CO)
 kg 2.93 (1.85%)

BCP DOMODOSSOLA FFSS (VB)
 kg 0.54 (0.34%)

COASTAL WATERS - BRINDISI 

1,203.30 (9.02)

COASTAL WATERS -  BARI

Mola di Bari 1,656.50 (12.42%)
Bari 1,236.00 (9.27%)

Monopoli 1,222.90 (9.17%)

Polignano a Mare 1,016.40 (7.62%)

Total 5,181.80 (38.85%)

C. COLOMBO (GE) AIRPORT
 kg 1.45 (8.50%)

BRINDISI PORT

485.50 (3.64%)

COASTAL WATERS - FOGGIA

Isole Tremiti kg 50.00 (0.37%)

 Persons reported to the J.A. at borders 
for marijuana (13)

Foreigners (84) Italians (42)

Country

Albania Spain France Switzerland Germany Americana Slovenia Romania Greece Bosnia Belgium

Venezuaela Czech Poland

29 11 6 4 4 3 3 2 2 2 2

1 1 1
Holland Nigeria Moldava Morocco United Kingdom Georgia

1 1 1 1 1 1
Macedonia

1
Ecuador Colombia Bulgaria Brazil Austria

1 1 1 1 1

Unknown nationality
1

BARI PORT

26.11 (O.20%)

OTRANTO (LE) PORT

118.00 (0.88%)

MARIJUANA 
MAIN CUSTOMS AREAS IN TERMS OF DRUGS SEIZED/INCIDENCE 

ON SEIZURES MADE AT BORDERS

United States 
of America
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In 2016 No. 3,086 doses and  42.57 kg of synthetic drugs (in 

2015 no. 550 doses and 13,40 kg) were seized.

In the five-year period 2012/2016, seizures (both in terms 

of kilos and doses) increased. The largest quantities were 

seized in 2016, as shown in the following graphs.

SYNTHETIC DRUGS

2015 2016

National       at borders National       at borders 

42.57

13.40

67.64

53.93

62.94%

24.85%

2015 2016

National       at borders National       at borders 

3,086
550

19,137

26,765

16.12%2.05%

0

13

25

38

50

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

42.57

13.40
9.92

12.92
15.01

Seizures of Synthetic drugs at borders  (kg) 2012/2016

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

3,086

550

1,016

1,777

228

Seizures of Synthetic drugs at borders (no. doses) 2012/2016

In 2016 the largest quantities in terms of kilos were seized 

at air borders while the greatest number of doses was seized 

mainly at sea borders. 

In 2016 a total of 41.47 kg was seized at air borders, equal 

to 97.42% compared to the total amount of border seizures. 

The airports of G. Marconi (BO), with 17.30 kg, Malpensa 

(VA), with 13.70 kg and Linate (MI) with 7.69 kg were the 

most used ones.

In terms of doses, the drugs were mostly trafficked at 

maritime borders; the port in Genova ranked first with 1,908 

doses. Mention must also be made of seizures at airport 

areas (1,176), in particular at Ciampino airport (RM), where 

1,141 doses were seized.

At airports, 10 Italian nationals and 1 French National were 

reported. Brazil (17.30 kg) and the Netherlands (11.87 kg) 

were the main countries of origin.

Seizures of Synthetic drugs at borders (kg) 2015/2016

2015 2016

88.89%

10.96%

97.42%

2.42%
0.15%

0.16%

Seizures of Synthetic drugs  at borders (no. doses) 2015/2016

2015 2016

75.09%

24.36%

61.83%

Maritime

Land

Air

0.55%

0.06%

38.11%

Synthetic drugs seizures- total of national seizures/total of border seizures 
(kg) 2015/2016

Seizures of Synthetic drugs - total of national seziures/total of border 
seizures (no. doses) 2015/2016

Maritime

Land

Air
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doses (no.)

powder (kg)

LINATE (MI) AIRPORT
 kg 7.69 (18.55%)

TORRES (SS) PORT
 kg 0.07 (100%)

BCP AUTOFIORI (IM)
 kg 1.03 (99.55%)

G. MARCONI (BO) AIRPORT
 kg 17.30 (41.72%)

MALPENSA (VA) AIRPORT
 kg  13.70 (33.03%)

FIUMICINO (RM) AIRPORT
 kg 0.11 (0.26%)

LINATE (MI) AIRPORT
 no. 12 (1.02%)

MALPENSA (VA) AIRPORT
 no.  23 (1.96%)

CIAMPINO (RM) AIRPORT
 no. 1,141 (97.02%)

GENOVA PORT
 no. 1,908 (100%)

BCP AUTOFIORI (IM)
no. 2 (100%)

ORIO AL SERIO (BG) AIRPORT

 kg 2.63 (6.34%)

 Persons reported to the J.A. at borders 
for Synthetic drugs (13)

Foreigners (2) Italians (11)

Country

France Philippines
1 1

1,141

1,910

35

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1.03

0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0.14

0

0.07

0

17.30

24.03
0

0

0

SYNTHETIC DRUGS 
MAIN CUSTOMS AREAS IN TERMS OF DRUGS SEIZED/INCIDENCE 

ON SEIZURES MADE AT BORDERS
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PERSONS REPORTED TO THE JUDICIAL AUTHORITIES
The reports involved 20,369 Italian nationals (61.74%) and 

12,623 foreign nationals (38.26%). 

The incidence of women and minors was of 6.74% and 4.16% 

respectively.

Out of 32,992 crime reports, 2,132 were violations to art. 

74 of the Consolidated Act. 309/90 (conspiracy to the ends 

of drug trafficking), this number  is the outcome of the 

commitment and attention by investigative bodies towards 

organized crime.

IN 2016 32,992 persons were reported to the Judicial 

authority, with an increase of 17.63% compared to the year 

before; 23,384 of them were arrested.

The reports for synthetic-drug related crimes decreased 

(-12.30%) while those for marijuana (+34.91%), cocaine 

(+17,87%), hashish (+16,14%), heroin (+11.31%),  cannabis  

plants (+4.99%) and other drugs (+3.93%) increased.

The highest number of reports concerned cocaine (10,980 

reports), followed by hashish (8,421), marijuana (6,411), 

heroin (3,680) and cannabis plants (1,495).

Ten-year trend

Since 2007, 34,000 crime reports have been submitted to 

the Judicial Authorities. The high number of reports for 

violations to the drug law and the fairly stable number  of 

counteractions were the result of the effective and continuous 

activity carried out by the law enforcement agencies to curb 

this alarming phenomenon. The highest number of reports 

was in 2010 (39,340),  the lowest one in 2015 (28,047).

Persons reported  - ten-year trend  

Type of offence

0

10,500

21,000

31,500

42,000

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

32,992

28,047
30,005

34,035
35,602

37,225
39,340

36,58135,46335,478

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016

8
2,132

30,852

12
2,333

25,702

Persons 
reported to the J.A. in 2016 2016

% 
variation 2015

Type
 of report

Arrested 23,384 18.31%

Reported but not arrested 9,339 15.72%

At large 269 26.89%

Type 
of offence

Illicit trafficking (Art.73) 30,852 20.04%

Conspiracy to traffic (Art.74) 2,132 -8.62%

Other offences 8 -33.33%

Country
Italy 20,369 14.81%

Other countries 12,623 22.49%

Gender
Males 30,768 18.17%

Females 2,224 10.59%

Age
Of age 31,620 17.48%

Minors 1,372 21.31%

Age 
groups

  < 15 40 8.11%

15 ÷ 19 3,636 27.09%

20 ÷ 24 6,311 21.27%

25 ÷ 29 6,138 17.70%

30 ÷ 34 4,945 12.72%

35 ÷ 39 3,979 9.89%

  ≥ 40 7,943 18.16%

Total 32,992 17.63%

Illicit trafficking 
(Art.73)

Conspiracy to traffic 
(Art.74)

Other offences



50 Part one

In comparison to 2015 the reports remarkably increased in 

Friuli Venezia Giulia (+46.24%),  Calabria (+35.39%), Molise 

(+33.04%) and  Lazio (+31.77%).

In terms of percentage the reports sharply decreased in 

Basilicata (-15,44%) and Abruzzo (-12,21%). 

As to the macro-areas 38.69% of the persons reported to 

the Judicial Authorities were in Northern Italy,  33.86% in 

Southern Italy and in the Islands and 27.45% in Central 

Italy.

Lazio, with  a total of 5,408 persons involved in drug 

trafficking was at the top followed by Lombardia (4,686), 

Campania (3,164), Sicily (2,424),  Puglia (2,377) and Emilia 

Romagna (2,313). 

Molise (153) and Valle d’Aosta (62) were at the bottom. 

Persons reported – regional distribution
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219

1,117

3,164

2,313
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1,761
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1,648
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1,221
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2,377
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Persons reported to the J.A. (no.) in 2016
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Other nationalities 
reported to the J.A. in 2016 2016

% 
variation 2015

Type
 of report

Arrested 9,249 21.83%

Reported but not arrested 3,160 22.96%

At large 214 49.65%

Type 
of offence

Illicit trafficking (Art.73) 12,207 25.08%

Conspiracy to traffic (Art.74) 416 -23.81%

Other offences -  --

C
ou

nt
ry

 o
f 

or
ig

in
 (

To
p 

te
n)

Morocco 3,218 30.28%

Albania 1,801 14.71%

Tunisia 1,590 5.79%

Nigeria 950 62.12%

Gambia 854 65.18%

Senegal 565 29.89%

Romania 367 23.99%

Egypt 283 8.85%

Pakistan 190 31.94%

Algeria 164 4.46%

Gender
Males 12,174 23.33%

Females 449 3.46%

Age
Of age 12,349 22.79%

Minors 274 10.48%

Age 
groups

  < 15 5 -16.67%

15 ÷ 19 1,037 39.19%

20 ÷ 24 2,610 36.58%

25 ÷ 29 3,019 21.34%

30 ÷ 34 2,382 14.30%

35 ÷ 39 1,621 10.27%

  ≥ 40 1,949 21.74%

Total 12,623 22.49%

In 2016 12,623  foreigners were reported in Italy, 9,249 of 

them were arrested for drug-related offences; 38.26% of the 

overall persons reported to the Judicial Authorities.

Morocco nationals  (25.49%) ranked first, followed by 

Albanian (14.27%), Tunisian (12.60%), Nigerian (7.53%), 

Gambian (6.77%) and Senegal (4.48) nationals.

Moroccans, Tunisians, Albanians and Dominicans at the 

forefront of drug trafficking and distribution. 

Out of  12,623 crime reports, 416 concerned violations to Art. 

74 of the Consolidated Act 309/90 (conspiracy to the ends of 

drug trafficking).

Foreign nationals reported

Ten-year trend

In the last decade, the highest number of foreign nationals 

reported to the Judicial Authority was in 2011 ( 12,792 

subjects) and the lowest number in 2015  (10,305 subjects).
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showed a minor incidence of foreign criminals, since local 

criminal organizations usually control any sector,  street 

pushing included.  

On the basis of the nationalities the following considerations 

can be made: Moroccan crime rings are particularly active 

in Lombardia, Toscana, Emilia Romagna, and Veneto; the 

Albanians are settled in Lombardia, Emilia Romagna, Toscana, 

and Lazio; Tunisian groups can be found in Emilia Romagna, 

Veneto, Toscana and Lombardia while the Nigerians are 

especially rooted in Veneto, Toscana and Emilia  Romagna.

Analysing the macro-areas, the subjects reported to 

the Judicial Authority in 2016 were subdivided as 

follows: 56.70% in the North of Italy, 32.01% 

in Central Italy and 11.30% in South Italy and 

islands. 

Foreigners reported to the Judicial Authority – regional distribution
In absolute terms the Italian regions which were particularly 

affected by the presence of foreign nationals involved in drug 

trafficking (equal to 65.55% of the total), were Lombardia, 

Lazio, Emilia Romagna, Toscana, and Veneto. 

Also Liguria reached high levels of incidence of foreign 

nationals reported to the Judicial Authority in relation to the 

population, since it is a transit area for the hashish coming 

from Morocco, via Spain and France. The Southern regions 

 Foreigners reported to the J.A. (no.) in 2016
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             Nation 2016 % 
variation 2015

E
U

R
O

P
E

A
N

 U
N

IO
N

Romania 367 23.99 %

Spain 91 -8.08 %

France 73 -6.41 %

Poland 56 69.70 %

Bulgaria 46 100.00 %

Federal Republic of Germany 31 34.78 %

Greece 21 133.33 %

Greece 16 -15.79 %

Slovenia 16 60.00 %

Portugal 14 16.67 %

Croatia 13 18.18 %

Great Britain 11 -42.11 %

Belgium 11 -42.11 %

Hungary 10 42.86 %

Czech Republic 6 20.00 %

Austria 5 -50.00 %

Slovakia 4 -20.00 %

Lithuania 2 -71.43 %

Sweden 2 - -

Latvia 1 -66.67 %

Great Britain (Gibraltar) 1 -50.00 %

Denmark 1 0.00 %

Malta 1 - - 

Total 799 15.13%

O
T

H
E

R
 E

U
R

O
P

E
A

N
 C

O
U

N
T

R
IE

S

Albania 1,801 14.71 %

Ukraine 61 -10.29 %

Serbia 31 -22.50 %

Moldova 38 31.03 %

F.Y.R.O.M. 38 35.71 %

Switzerland 26 -3.70 %

Turkey 14 -22.22 %

Kosovo 24 84.62 %

Russia 17 54.55 %

Bosnia-Herzegovina 14 40.00 %

Belarus 3 -40.00 %

Montenegro 5 150.00 %

Total 2,072 13.60 %

Foreign nationals reported to the Judicial Authority according the country of origin in 2016

             Nation 2016 % 
variation 2015

maghreb

Morocco 3,218 30.28 %

Tunisia 1,590 5.79 %

Algeria 164 4.46 %

Total 4,972 20.39 %

O
T

H
E

R
 A

F
R

IC
A

N
 C

O
U

N
T

R
IE

S

Nigeria 950 62.12 %

Gambia 854 65.18 %

Senegal 565 29.89 %

Egypt 283 8.85 %

Mali 124 21.57 %

Ghana 108 0.00 %

Gabon 94 -7.84 %

Guinea 75 5.63 %

Ivory Coast 58 -1.69 %

Libya 49 25.64 %

Somalia 33 6.45 %

Guinea Bissau 25 108.33 %

Liberia 24 -17.24 %

Sierra Leone 21 90.91 %

Mauritania 19 46.15 %

Tanzania 18 -43.75 %

Ethiopia 17 41.67 %

Burkina Faso 14 -26.32 %

Sudan 8 -55.56 %

Niger 8 -20.00 %

Cameroon 8 166.67 %

Eritrea 5 -16.67 %

Rwanda 5 0.00 %

Cape Verde - Islands 5 150.00 %

Congo 4 -33.33 %

Togo 4 33.33 %

Kenya 4 33.33 %

Burundi 3 -50.00 %

Republic of Benin 3 -40.00 %

Chad 3 200.00 %

South Africa 1 -50.00 %

Mauritius Islands 1 -50.00 %

Uganda 1 0.00 %

Central African Republic 1 0.00 %

Malawi 1 0.00 %

Madagascar 1 0.00 %

Total 3,397 34.69 %
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             Nation 2016 % 
variation 2015

A
S

IA

Pakistan 190 31.94 %

Pepole's Republic of China 122 50.62 %

India 114 26.67 %

Philippines 97 29.33 %

Afghanistan 88 203.45 %

Bangladesh 35 -44.44 %

Syria 29 3.57 %

Palestine 17 21.43 %

Iraq 13 30.00 %

Sri Lanka 12 9.09 %

Iran 8 -20.00 %

Lebanon 7 40.00 %

Israel 6 50.00 %

Georgia 5 25.00 %

Nepal 3 0.00 %

Vietnam 3 200.00 %

Thailand 2 - -

Uzbekistan 1 0.00 %

Trucial Oman (United Arab 
Emirates) 1 - -

Singapore 1 - -

Malaysia 1 - -

Kyrgyzstan 1 - -

Total 756 30,34%

A
M
E
R
IC
A
S

Dominican Republic 149 -10.24 %

Ecuador 94 16.05 %

Peru 88 79.59 %

Colombia 72 26.32 %

Brazil 66 29.41 %

Cuba 26 116.67 %

Venezuela 21 16.67 %

Argentina 18 20.00 %

United States of America 12 0.00 %

Bolivia 7 16.67 %

Chile 6 -50.00 %

El Salvador 5 -50.00 %

             Nation 2016 % 
variation 2015

A
M

E
R

IC
A

S

Mexico 4 100.00 %

Paraguay 4 -55.56 %

Bahamas - Islands 3 50.00 %

Honduras 3 - -

Uruguay 3 -50.00 %

Costa Rica 2 0.00 %

Panama Republic 2 100.00 %

Guatemala 2 100.00 %

Nicaragua 2 - - 

Jamaica 1 -50.00 %

Canada 1 - -

Total 591 14.31%

oceania

New Guinea 1 0.00%

Kiribati 9 - -

Total 10 900.00 %

Unknown nationalities 24 -17.24 %

Stateless 2 -71.43 %

Total 26 27.28 %

Total 12,623 22.49%
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91.59% of the cases regarded the offence of illicit trafficking/

distribution and 8.41% that of conspiracy to drug trafficking.

FEMALES REPORTED TO THE JUDICIAL AUTHORITY 
Females reported to the Judicial Authority in 2016 were 

2,224: 1,492 of them were arrested, i.e. 6.74% of the total 

reports at national level, with a increase of 10.59%, with 

respect to the same period of the previous year. Among 

them, 449 females were foreigners, in particular Romanians, 

Moroccans, Nigerians and Albanians.

The prevailing age group was >= 40 years’ old, with 702 

cases. 

Ten-year trend

In the last decade, the reports against females peaked in 

2010 with 3,377 and set their minimum level in 2015, with 

2,011.

  Females reported 
  to the Judicial Authority in 2016 2016

% 
variation 2015

Type
 of report

Arrested 1,492 12.26%

Reported but not arrested 726 7.72%

At large 6 -25.00%

Type 
of offence

Illicit trafficking (Art.73) 2,037 10.53%

Conspiracy to traffic (Art.74) 187 12.65%

Other offences -100.00%

 
C
ou

nt
ry

 o
f 

or
ig

in
 (

To
p 

te
n)

Italy 1,775 12.56%

Other countries 449 3.46%

Romania 80 21.21%

Nigeria 54 12.50%

Morocco 51 -20.31%

Albania 42 -4.55%

Dominican Republic 20 -4.76%

Colombia 16 128.57%

Brazil 15 7.14%

Peru 12 71.43%

Poland 12 140.00%

Bulgaria 11 450.00%

Age
Of age 2,149 10.26%

Minors 75 20.97%

Age 
groups

  < 15 4 300.00%

15 ÷ 19 175 17.45%

20 ÷ 24 365 10.27%

25 ÷ 29 383 4.08%

30 ÷ 34 319 5.28%

35 ÷ 39 276 3.76%

  ≥ 40 702 18.38%

Total 2,224 10.59%

% Incidence of each nationality 
as compared with the overall number of females reported in  (2016)

Females reported - ten-year trend
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Females reported to the Judicial Authority- regional distribution 
As compared to 2015, a remarkable increase in the reports to 

the Judicial Authority was noticed in Valle d’Aosta (+150%), 

Trentino Alto Adige (+46.43%), Lazio (46.32%) and Calabria 

(33.87%).

The most significant percentage drops were registered in 

Basilicata (-33.33%), Liguria (-27.59%), Abruzzo (-25%) and 

Sardinia (-24.44%). 

Analysing the macro-areas, females reported to the 

Judicial Authority in 2016 are subdivided 

as follows: 39.34% in the South and 

islands, 33.27% in the North of Italy 

and 27.38% in Central Italy. 

Lazio, with a total number of 398 women involved in drug 

trafficking, was in the lead as absolute value in comparison 

with the other regions, followed by Campania (315), Lombardia 

(260), Puglia (182), Sicily (148) and Emilia Romagna (143). 

The lowest values were recorded in Molise (13), Basilicata 

(12) and Valle d’Aosta (5). 

Females reported to the J.A. (no.) in 2016
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The minors reported to the Judicial Authority in 2016 were 

1,372, 526 were arrested i.e. 4.16% of the total reports at 

national level, with an increase of 21.31%, with respect to 

the same period of the previous year. As described in the 

following table, the number of reports (out of which 40 

concerned 14-year-old people) constantly increases as the 

subjects reach the legal age. 

Among the minors reported, 274 were foreign nationals, in 

particular, Moroccans, Tunisians, Romanians, Egyptians and 

Albanians.

1,137 minors were reported for violations to Art. 73 

(trafficking/distribution) and 5 to Art. 74 (conspiracy to drug 

trafficking)

MINORS REPORTED TO THE JUDICIAL AUTHORITY

Ten-year trend

In the last decade, the police reports against minors peaked 

in 2016 with 1,372 and reached their minimum level in 2007 

with 1,036. 

Minors reported 
to the Judicial Authority in 2016 2016

% 
variation 2015

Type
 of report

Arrested 526 20.64%

Reported but not arrested 843 22.35%

At large 3 -50.00%

Type 
of offence

Illicit trafficking (Art.73) 1,367 21.73%

Conspiracy to traffic (Art.74) 5 -37.50%

Other offences 0 -

C
ou

nt
ry

 o
f 

or
ig

in
 (

To
p 

te
n)

Italy 1,098 24.35%

Other countries 274 10.48%

Morocco 59 68.57%

Tunisia 30 -9.09%

Romania 27 3.85%

Egypt 25 56.25%

Albania 16 -15.79%

China 11 450.00%

Gambia 11 -8.33%

Senegal 9 -55.00%

Gabon 8 -55.56%

Mali 7 -46.15%

Gender
Males 1,297 21.33%

Females 75 20.97%

Age

14 years old 40 8.11%

15 years old 211 29.45

16 years old 462 23.20%

17 years old 659 18.53%

Total 1,372 21.31%

% Incidence of each nationality
 as compared with the overall number of minors reported in  (2016)

Minors reported - ten-year trend
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As compared to 2015, a remarkable increase in the reports 

to the Judicial Authority was noticed in Liguria (+168.57%), 

Sardegna (+103.23%), Sicilia (+100%), Umbria (+91.67%), 

Basilicata (+80%) and Friuli Venezia Giulia (+74.19%).

The most significant percentage drops were recorded in Valle 

d’Aosta (-80%), Piemonte (-26.45%) and Puglia (-21.18%).

Analysing the macro-areas, the minors reported to the 

Judicial Authority in 2016 were subdivided as 

follows: 45.04% in the North of Italy, 

followed by the South and islands with 

29.23% and 25.73% in Central Italy. 

Minors reported to the Judicial Authority - regional distribution
Lazio, with a total number of 185 minors involved in drug 

trafficking, is in the lead as absolute value in comparison 

with the other Italian regions, followed by Lombardia 

(183), Toscana (99), Liguria (94), Sicily (92), Piemonte (89), 

Campania (81), Emilia Romagna (68), Puglia (67) and Veneto 

(66). 

The lowest values were recorded in Molise (14) and Valle 

d’Aosta (1). 

Minors reported to the J.A. (no.) in 2016
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Persons reported
to the J.A. for Cocaine in 2016 2016

% 
variation 2015

Type
 of report

Arrested 8,519 22.96%

Reported but not arrested 2,321 2.93%

At large 140 6.06%

Type 
of offence

Illicit trafficking (Art.73) 9,859 21.81%

Conspiracy to traffic (Art.74) 1,121 -8.19%

Other offences 0 - -

C
o
u
n
tr

y 
o
f 

o
ri
g
in

 (
To

p
 t

e
n)

Italy 6,720 20.86%

Other countries 4,260 13.45%

Morocco 1,400 25.45%

Albania 1,047 0.19%

Tunisia 438 35.60%

Nigeria 187 16.15%

Senegal 164 25.19%

Dominican Republic 116 -4.92%

Romania 99 12.50%

Egypt 77 14.93%

Gambia 66 6.45%

Gabon 63 -1.56%

Gender
Males 10,147 17.82%

Females 833 18.49%

Age
Of age 10,838 18.32%

Minors 142 -8.39%

Age 
groups

  < 15 1 -66.67%

15 ÷ 19 577 36.41%

20 ÷ 24 1,777 32.71%

25 ÷ 29 2,148 14.87%

30 ÷ 34 1,816 9.66%

35 ÷ 39 1,544 3.62%

  ≥ 40 3,117 23.01%

Total 10,980 17.87%

In 2016 cocaine seizures increased, from 4,053.84 kg in 2015 

to 4,707.21 kg in 2016 (+16.12%). Cocaine-related operations 

and reports increased, amounting to 6,692 (+28.20%) and 

10,980 (+17.87%) respectively. The persons arrested for 

cocaine-related offences were 8,519.

Among 10,980 persons reported for cocaine offences, 833 

(7.59%) were women and 142 (1.29%) minors.

COMBATING COCAINE TRAFFICKING
The foreign nationals involved were 4,260,  corresponding to 

38.80% of the total of subjects reported for cocaine-related 

offences. 

The foreign nationals who were mostly involved in cocaine 

trafficking came from Morocco, Albania, Tunisia and Nigeria. 

As to the type of crime, 89.79% of reports regarded the illicit 

trafficking/distribution and 10.21% the criminal conspiracy to 

drug trafficking. 

Evidence-based results showed that the Italian market was 

mainly fuelled by the cocaine produced in Colombia and 

coming from Brazil, the Dominican Republic, Chile, Ecuador, 

Guatemala and Bolivia.

Main source countries of cocaine in 2016 (kg) 
(evidence - based cases)
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The cocaine seized during the drug operations was mainly 

discovered inside houses (371 cases), inside vehicles (272 

cases), strapped to the person (174 cases), inside letters or 

parcels (105 cases), inside luggage (83 cases) and  in corpore 

(68 cases) .

The most significant cocaine seizures carried out in Italy in 

2016 were made at the port of Gioia Tauro (RC) in January 

(495.94 kg and 167.41), June (238.09 kg) and in October 

(384.14). 

Ten-year trend

From 2007 to 2009 cocaine-related operations steadily 

increased. Instead,  since 2010 they have  been constantly 
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Persons reported to the J. A.

decreasing except for 2016. Also cocaine-related reports 

steadily increased up to 2010 and then since 2011 they have 

been decreasing. The average of seizures during these ten 

years was of 4,433 kg with a peak of 6,348 kg in 2011. 

 Gioia Tauro (RC) kg 83 of Cocaine July 2016
(Guardia di Finanza)

 Siderno (RC) kg 50 di Cocaine November 2016
(Polizia di Stato)

 Napoli kg 1.3 kg of Cocaine April 2016
(Carabinieri)
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Cocaine seizures - regional distribution
With respect to 2015, a remarkable increase in the number 

of seizures was noticed in Trentino Alto Adige (+691.23%), 

Puglia (+653.73%), Toscana (+292.81%), Calabria (+114.55%) 

and Umbria (+98.38%). 

In terms of percentage the most remarkable drops were 

recorded in Basilicata (-93.88%), Veneto (-85.97%), Liguria 

(-81.10%) and Emilia Romagna (-80.58%). 

Analysing the macro-areas, the cocaine seizures made in 

2016 showed Southern Italy and islands in the 

lead with 54.78%, followed by the North 

of Italy with 26.11%  and by Central Italy 

with 19.11%. 

The regions where major cocaine seizures were made in 2016 

were: Calabria (1,819.93 kg), followed by Lombardia (646.16 

kg), Puglia (578.03 kg), Lazio (429.57 kg) and Toscana (429 

kg). The lowest values were registered in Molise (0.38 kg).

Cocaine seizures (kg) in 2016
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In 2016, in Italy there was a decrease in heroin seizures, 

which passed from 770.41 kg in 2015 to 496.89 kg in 2016 

(-35.50%). Operations as well as reports for heroin-related 

offences increased, respectively equal to 2,320 (+6.81%) and 

3,680 (+11.31%). 2,765 persons were arrested. 

Among 3,680 persons reported to the Judicial Authority for 

heroin-related offences, 333 (9.05%) were females and 47 

(1.28%) were minors.

COMBATING HEROIN TRAFFICKING
The foreign nationals involved were 1,982,  corresponding 

to 53.86% out of the total of subjects reported for heroin-

related offences. 

In Italy, the foreign nationals who were mostly involved in 

heroin trafficking and distribution came from Tunisia, Nigeria, 

Albania, Morocco and Gambia.

As to the type of offence, 89.35%  of reports related to 

the illicit trafficking/distribution and 10.65% to criminal 

conspiracy to drug trafficking. 

According to evidence-based results, the Italian market was 

fuelled by heroin coming from Pakistan, United Arab Emirates, 

Greece, Uganda, The Netherlands, Albania and Kenya. 

The most significant heroin seizures carried out in Italy in 

2016 occurred at the Port of Trieste (57.20 kg), in Varese  (20 

kg), Padua (19.80 kg), at Malpensa Airport (VA) (18.20 kg), 

at the port of Bari (15.03 kg) and at Settala (MI) (13.50 kg).

Main source countries of heroin in 2016 (kg) 
(evidence- based cases)

Type of offence

Persons reported 

to the J.A. for Heroin in 2016 2016

% 

variation 2015

Type

 of report

Arrested 2,765 6.39%

Reported but not arrested 873 27.45%

At large 42 90.91%

Type 

of offence

Illicit trafficking (Art.73) 3,288 7.31%

Conspiracy to traffic (Art.74) 392 61.98

Other offences - - -

C
o
u
n
tr

y 
o
f 

o
ri
g
in

 (
To

p
 t

e
n)

Italy 1,698 12.52%

Other countries 1,982 10.29%

Tunisia 569 -5.48%

Nigeria 254 46.82%

Albania 211 50.71%

Morocco 205 9.63%

Gambia 127 56.79%

Pakistan 105 -6.25%

India 70 27.27%

Senegal 48 0.00%

Romania 36 16.13%

Algeria 30 30.43%

Gender

Males 3,347 11.86%

Females 333 6.05%

Age

Of age 3,633 11.61%

Minors 47 -7.84%

Age 

groups

  < 15 1 - - 

15 ÷ 19 157 5.37%

20 ÷ 24 519 0.58%

25 ÷ 29 763 15.96%

30 ÷ 34 698 12.04%

35 ÷ 39 542 14.11%

  ≥ 40 1,000 12.99%

Total 3,680 11.31%
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The heroin seized during the drug operations was mainly 

discovered inside houses (103 cases), in letters or parcels 

(99 cases), strapped to the person (84 cases), in corpore 

(80 cases), inside vehicles (48 cases), and inside luggage (24 

cases). 

Ten-year trend

Over the last ten years, the trend of operations and reports 

to the Judicial Authority has been fluctuating, totalling an 

average of 3,073 operations and 5,522 persons reported to 

the Judicial Authority. Since 2008, heroin seizures – except 
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(+1,893.27%), Friuli Venezia Giulia (+792.81%), Trentino 

Alto Adige (+182.61%), Umbria (+174.82%), Valle d’Aosta 

(+147.76%) and Abruzzo (133.16%).

In terms of percentage the sharpest drops were registered 

in Liguria (-91.95%), Toscana (-79.60%), Molise (-76.23%), 

Campania (-74.11%), Veneto (-64.96%) and Emilia Romagna 

(-63.11%).

Analysing the macro-areas, heroin seizures made in 2016 

showed the Northern Italy in the lead with 58.90% of the 

total number of seizures, followed by Southern Italy 

and islands with 25.58% and Central Italy with 

15.51%

Heroin seizures - regional distribution
The regions reporting major heroin seizures in 2015 were: 

Lombardia (132.86 kg), Friuli Venezia Giulia (65.63 kg), Lazio 

(54.97 kg), Puglia (54.27 kg), Emilia Romagna (33.95 kg), 

Veneto (32.81 kg) and Campania (31.54 kg). 

The lowest values were registered in Molise (0.11 kg) and 

Valle d’Aosta (0.26 kg).

With respect to 2015, a remarkable increase in the number of 

seizures was noticed in Basilicata
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In addition, 41,647.78 kg of marijuana and 23,898.89 kg of 

hashish were seized.

The foreign nationals involved were 5,589, corresponding 

to 34.23% of the total number of persons reported to the 

Judicial Authority for this substance.

In Italy, the foreign nationals who were mostly involved in 

cannabinoid-related offences came from Morocco, Tunisia, 

Gambia, Albania, Senegal and Nigeria.

As to the type of offence, 98.11% related to the illicit 

trafficking/distribution and 1.89% the criminal conspiracy to 

drug trafficking. 

In 2016, in Italy there was a remarkable increase in the 

seizures of marijuana (+347.15%) and a decrease in hashish 

seizures (-64.81%). Both the operations (marijuana: +37.03%; 

hashish:+ 22.58%) and the reports (marijuana +34.91%, 

hashish +16.14%) to the Judicial Authority involving marijuana 

and hashish increased. On the whole, in 2016, the operations 

to combat cannabis derivatives trafficking were 13,585; the 

reports to the Judicial Authority for hashish-related offences 

were 8,421, while those pertaining to marijuana were 6,411 

and to cannabis plants cultivation 1,495. Out of 16,327 

persons reported to the Judicial Authority for cannabis-

related offences 914 (5.60%) were women and 1,106 (6.77%) 

minors.

COMBATING CANNABIS TRAFFICKING

In the reporting year, the major seizures of cannabis resin 

were made in the waters bordering the port of Civitavecchia 

(RM) (3,326.80 kg) and at Sant’Anastasia (NA) (1,595 kg), 

while the major seizures of marijuana were made in Lecce 

(2,715 kg) and Artena (RM) (2,700 kg).

The cannabis seized during the drug operations was mainly 

discovered inside houses (871 cases), in letters or parcels 

(462 cases), strapped to the person (372 cases), inside 

vehicles (341 cases). 

The main supplier of the hashish destined for the Italian 

market was Spain while Albania was the main supplier of 

marijuana.

Persons reported 
to the J.A. for cannabis in 2016 2016

% 
variation 2015

Type
 of report

Arrested 10,784 22.41%

Reported but not arrested 5,498 20.41%

At large 45 -11.76%

Type 
of offence

Illicit trafficking (Art.73) 16,018 23.15%

Conspiracy to traffic (Art.74) 308 -26.32%

Other offences 1 -50.00%
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Italy 10,738 15.51%

Other countries 5,589 35.29%

Morocco 1,477 38.30%

Gambia 653 76.49%

Tunisia 506 0.20%

Albania 478 51.75%

Nigeria 421 83.84%

Senegal 320 35.59%

Romenia 210 37.25%

Egypt 191 11.70%

Algeria 90 13.92%

Spain 74 -6.33%

Gender
Males 15,413 22.21%

Females 914 12.15%

Age
Of age 15,221 21.20%

Minors 1,106 27.42%

Age 
groups

  < 15 36 9.09%

15 ÷ 19 2,728 29.11%

20 ÷ 24 3,678 22.19%

25 ÷ 29 2,852 22.46%

30 ÷ 34 2,099 15.97%

35 ÷ 39 1,620 17.39%

  ≥ 40 3,314 20.42%

Total 16,327 21.60%
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Ten-year trend 

Cannabis derivatives (hashish and marijuana), are the most 

consumed drugs in the national clandestine market: in the 

last ten years cannabis has been equal to 90% of the overall 

drug seizures carried out in Italy. 

The peak of hashish seizures was registered in 2014 with 

113,172 kg, while marijuana peaked in 2016 with 41,648 kg. 

Hashish seizures registered the lowest rate in 2007 (20,035 

kg) while marijuana seizures  reached the lowest rate in 2008 

with (2,401 kg).

Since 2007 the number of operations involving cannabis 

and its derivatives has more or less been the same (around 

11,378 ), with a peak in 2016 (13,585 operations).

In the last ten years the reports to the Judicial Authority have 

had an average value of 14,000, with a peak in 2016 (16,327) 

and the lowest rate in 2007 (12,375).

 Vigevano (PV) kg 145 of hashish and 6 of Cocaine 
January 2016 (Carabinieri)

 Solaro (MI) kg 27 of hashish February 2016
 (Guardia di Finanza)
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Compared to 2015, huge seizures of hashish were registered 

in Lazio (+336.20%), Campania (+294.92%), Piemonte 

(+181.75%), while huge seizures of marijuana were recorded 

in Marche (+2,060.85%), Puglia (+664.63%). Cannabis plants 

were mostly seized in Puglia (+3,977.10%), Lazio (+1,791.78%) 

and Umbria (+747.52%).

In terms of percentage, remarkable drops of hashish seizures 

were registered in Sardegna (-93.81%), Sicilia (-93.41%), 

Puglia (-79.03%). Marijuana seizures significantly decreased 

in Trentino Alto Adige (-64.23%), Calabria (-23.05%), 

Basilicata (-21.05%) while  cannabis plant  seizures mainly 

decreased in Liguria (-90.64%), Toscana (-55.58%) and 

Piemonte (-36.46%).

If we subdivide the data according to  macro-areas, in 2016 

the seizure distribution was the following:

Hashish: Northern Italy ( 38.07%),  Central 

Italy (35.99%), Southern Italy and islands 

(25.93%);

Cannabis seizures - regional distribution
The regions reporting major hashish seizures were: Lazio 

(7,065 kg), Lombardia (5,177.03 kg) and Campania (2,294 

kg). As to marijuana, major seizures were made in Puglia 

(26,907.49 kg), Lazio (3,837.93 kg) and Sicilia (2,990.09 kg).

As to the cannabis plants which were illicitly grown in Italy in 

2016, a rise of 233.65% with respect to 2015 was reported.

Most seizures were made in Puglia (125,534 plants 

eradicated), Lazio (112,353 plants), Sicilia (82,891 plants), 

and Calabria (43,286 plants), also because the favourable 

climatic conditions of these regions make it easy to easier to 

grow these plants. 
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392 persons were reported to the Judicial Authority for 

synthetic drugs-related offences,  40 (10.20%) of them 

were females and 19 (4.85%) minors. The foreign nationals 

involved were 199, corresponding to 50.77% of the total 

number of persons reported to the Judicial Authority for 

these substances.

In Italy, the foreign nationals who were mostly involved in 

synthetic drugs trafficking and distribution came from the 

Philippines (79), China (70), Bengal region (7), Romania (6), 

Albania and Tunisia (3).

The most important seizures were carried out in Rome 

in September (6,304 ecstasy tablets), in Lecco in March 

(5,457 LSD doses) and in Bologna in December (17.30 kg of 

Dimetyltrytamine)

As to the type of offence, 100%, of the reports were for  illicit 

trafficking/distribution 

In 2016, in Italy synthetic drugs seizures in powder increased 

as a whole by 25.43%, while synthetic drug seizures in 

doses remarkably decreased (- 28.50%). Law enforcement 

operations regarding synthetic drugs in the reporting year 

amounted to 312 and 392 subjects were reported to the 

Judicial Authority- 313 of them were arrested. Moreover, 

19,137 doses of these substances were seized.

COMBATING SYNTHETIC DRUGS TRAFFICKING

The synthetic drugs seized during the drug operations 

were mainly discovered in letters or parcels, inside houses, 

strapped to the person and inside vehicles. 

Also in 2016, the Dutch supply market played a prominent 

role in the illicit trade of synthetic drugs in Italy: the routes 

used to smuggle these substances generally originated in the 

Netherlands, as well as in Spain, Poland and China. 

In Italy, the largest seizures of synthetic drugs regarded the 

ecstasy group and ecstasy- like substances.

Persons reported to the J.A.
for Synthetic drugs in 2016 2016

% 
variation 2015

Type
 of report

Arrested 313 -11.83%

Reported but not arrested 77 -14.44%

At large 2 0.00%

Type 
of offence

Illicit trafficking (Art.73) 392 -2.73%

Conspiracy to traffic (Art.74) - -100.00%

Other offences - -100.00%
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Italy 193 -29.82%

Other countries 199 15.70%

The Philippines 79 14.49%

China 70 59.09%

Bangladesh 7 -56.25%

Romania 6 100.00%

Albania 3 200.00%

Tunisia 3 0.00%

Bosnia 2 - - 

Bulgaria 2 -33.33%

Ivory Coast 2 100.00%

France 2 - -

Gender
Males 352 -11.34%

Females 40 -20.00%

Age
Of age 373 -13.46%

Minors 19 18.75%

Age 
groups

  < 15 1 - -

15 ÷ 19 57 -16.18%

20 ÷ 24 91 -17.27%

25 ÷ 29 72 16.13%

30 ÷ 34 62 3.33%

35 ÷ 39 58 -1.69%

  ≥ 40 51 -42.05%

Total 392 -12.30%
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Ten-year trend 

Since 2007, the trend of synthetic drugs operations, seizures 

and reports to the Judicial Authority has been unstable, with 

a peak in 2007 (438,437 doses seized) and a peak in 2013         
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in doses were carried out in Marche (+4,115.38%), Liguria 

(+1,516.67%) and Veneto (+973.17%).

In terms of percentage seizures of synthetic drugs in powder 

significantly decreased in Basilicata (-100%), Campania 

(-89.77%) and Liguria (-76.52%), while the seizures of 

synthetic drugs in doses mostly decreased  in Molise (-100%), 

Abruzzo (-99.72%) and Puglia (-93.73%).

If we subdivide the data according to  macro-areas, in 

2016 the distribution of synthetic drugs seizures was the 

following: in terms of doses, Northern Italy (53.51%),  

Central Italy (45.78% ),  Southern Italy and islands 

(0.71% ) while in terms of powder Northern Italy 

(85.27%), Central Italy (8.63%), Southern 

Italy and islands (6.09%).

Synthetic drugs (kg)

Synthetic drugs seizures - regional distribution
In the reporting year, the regions recording major seizures of 

synthetic drugs in powder were: Lombardia (29.96 kg), Emilia 

Romagna (24.79 kg) while the leading regions for seizures in 

doses were Lazio (8,109 doses) and Lombardia (6,178 doses).

With respect to 2015, large seizures of synthetic drugs in 

powder were registered in Sardegna (+3,403.70%), Calabria 

(+1,171.11%) and Sicilia (+630.19%), while important seizures 
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GENERAL TABLE

Drug seizures
Five-year trend

 2016 data - Geographical 
subdivision

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Central 

Italy
Northern 

Italy
Southern Italy 

and islands

Cocaine kg 5,310.45 4,973.34 3,886.28 4,053.84 4,707.21 899.74 1,228.89 2,578.58

Heroin kg 940.25 884.28 937.40 770.41 496.89 77.09 292.69 127.12

Cannabis

Hashish kg 21,918.33 36,367.13 113,172.11 67,922.93 23,898.89 8,602.29 9,098.90 6,197.70

Marijuana kg 21,527.33 28,864.76 35,744.75 9,314.11 41,647.78 6,649.62 3,689.45 31,143.71

Plants no. 4,122,619 894,890 121,682 139,283 464,723 122,974 27,807 313,942

Synthetic drugs  
kg 68.33 97.36 22.34 53.93 67.64 5.84 57.68 4.12

no. 22,727 7,536 9,344 26,765 19,137 8,761 10,241 135

Other drugs
kg 428.42 951.89 743.38 2,067.53 853.10 147.02 658.43 47.66

no. 27,231 16,528 30,861 44,397 185,233 172,020 4,878 8,335

                kg 50,193.10 72,138.76 154,506.25 84,182.74 71,671.52 16,381.60 15,026.04 40,098.88

Total             no. 4,172,577 918,954 161,887 210,445 669,093 303,755 42,926 322,412

plants no. 4,122,619 894,890 121,682 139,283 464,723 122,974 27,807 313,942

Persons reported to 
the Judicial Authority

Five-year trend
 2016 data - Geographical 

subdivision

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Central 

Italy
Northern 

Italy
Southern Italy 

and islands

Type 
of offence

Illicit trafficking (Art.73) 31,858 30,530 27,141 25,702 30,852 8,690 12,523 9,639

Conspiracy to traffic (Art.74) 3,738 3,493 2,858 2,333 2,132 367 241 1,524

Other offences 6 12 6 12 8 - 1 7

Country
Italy                    23,217 22,308 19,245 17,742 20,369 5,017 5,608 9,744

Other countries 12,385 11,727 10,760 10,305 12,623 4,040 7,157 1,426

Age
Of age 34,321 32,760 28,939 26,916 31,620 8,704 12,147 10,769

Minors 1,281 1,275 1,066 1,131 1,372 353 618 401

Gender
Males 32,568 31,355 27,636 26,036 30,768 8,448 12,025 10,295

Females 3,034 2,680 2,369 2,011 2,224 609 740 875

Age 
groups

< 15 62 48 44 37 40 12 14 14

15 ÷ 19 3,465 3,554 2,975 2,861 3,636 1,006 1,551 1,079

20 ÷ 24 7,297 6,750 5,710 5,204 6,311 1,885 2,405 2,021

25 ÷ 29     6,984 6,561 5,763 5,215 6,138 1,699 2,466 1,973

30 ÷ 34 5,760 5,475 4,782 4,387 4,945 1,347 2,022 1,576

35 ÷ 39 4,556 4,182 3,797 3,621 3,979 1,045 1,560 1,374

≥ 40 7,478 7,465 6,934 6,722 7,943 2,063 2,747 3,133

Total 35,602 34,035 30,005 28,047 32,992 9,057 12,765 11,170
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In 20161, the deaths for drug abuse recorded by the law 

enforcement services and the Prefetture were 266, with a 

decrease of -13.62% with respect to 2015

Deaths for drug abuse were first recorded in Italy in 1973 

(only one case was was reported that year). In the course of 

the following 43 years, there have been 24,773 drug deaths. 

The initial upward trend was explained by the 

spreading – above all in the eighties and nineties 

– of heroin abuse. Up to now, this substance has 

always been the major cause of deaths. 

In the reporting year, the number of persons 

deceased for drug-abuse was subdivided as follows: 

males were 239 (89.85%) and females were 27 

(10.15%). The number of females who died of drug 

addiction has always been limited if compared to 

that of males.

Analysing the age groups, the higher figures referred 

to the age group over 25, and the peak records to 

the age group over 40. 

In 2016, the deaths were caused by: heroin (99 cases), 

cocaine (38 cases), methadone (9 cases),  barbiturates              

(1 case),  and M.D.M.A.(ecstasy) (1 case); in 118 cases the 

substance was not indicated. 

Heroin confirmed to be the major cause of drug deaths. 

DRUG ABUSE DEATHS

National situation

1 These are not consolidated data since these figures refer to deaths due to direct drug abuse, and not to the indirect causes, for ex. road accidents caused by 
driving while intoxicated, or drug-related diseases. These figures do not refer also to those deaths that were not reported to the police authorities. It must 
be stressed that the drug abuse deaths documentation sent by the police authorities to the DCSA are not always completed by toxicological and post-mortem 
examinations, that are usually ordered by the Judicial Authority.

Drug abuse deaths, five-year trend by age group and gender

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

F M F M F M F M F M

Age 
groups

< 15  - - - - - - - - - -

15 ÷ 19 3 10 1 7 4 2 5 1 4

20 ÷ 24 4 23 3 20 3 16 4 13 4 9

25 ÷ 29 7 39 10 35 2 24 8 15 2 16

30 ÷ 34 8 56 44 5 36 6 33 5 34

35 ÷ 39 4 80 10 48 1 48 7 65 7 46

≥ 40 21 138 12 159 8 166 15 135 8 130

Total

47 346 36 313 19 294 42 266 27 239

393 349 313 308 266

< 15 15 ÷ 19 20 ÷ 24 25 ÷ 29 30 ÷ 34 35 ÷ 39 ≥ 40

8752410

130

46
34

16
940

Males Females 

  Drug abuse deaths - by age group and gender in 2016
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Regional situation
In 2016, Piemonte (36 cases) was the most affected region, 

followed by Toscana (28), Emilia Romagna  and Veneto (25),  

Lazio and Lombardia (20), while in Molise no cases of drug 

abuse deaths were reported. 

In respect to 2015, remarkable increases for drug abuse 

deaths were noticed in Veneto (+66.67%), Puglia and Trentino 

Alto Adige (+50%), and in Sicilia (+41.67%). Except for 

Molise where no cases were registered, the most significant 

percentage drops were reported in Campania (-51.35%),  

Emilia Romagna (-41.86%), Lazio (-39.39%) and Friuli Venezia 

Giulia (-33.33%). 

Analysing the macro areas, the drug abuse deaths reported 

by the Law Enforcement services and the Prefetture in 2016 

were distributed as follows: Northern Italy 48.50%, Central 

Italy 27.82% and Southern Italy and Islands 23.68%.

The following table describes the regional distribution of the 

death toll in 2016.

Drug Deaths – regional distribution in 2016
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In the last ten years, Lazio has been the most affected 

region (588), followed by Campania (538), Emilia Romagna 

(345) and Toscana (327) while Valle d’Aosta (14), Molise (17) 

and Basilicata (23) have been marginally interested by this 

problem.  

In the following table, the drug abuse deaths are subdivided 

at regional level considering the last ten years, while the 

following graph describes - always at regional level - the 

death toll in 2016. 
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Drug abuse deaths - regional distribution : ten-year trend

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Abruzzo 10 20 8 8 7 6 10 8 3 3

Basilicata 1 6 3 1 3 1 1 1 3 3

Calabria 11 7 13 7 5 2 1 3 4 4

Campania 112 71 71 51 61 69 31 17 37 18

Emilia Romagna 47 40 28 20 33 38 34 37 43 25

Friuli Venezia Giulia 8 13 5 9 12 7 1 5 6 4

Lazio 105 87 87 72 41 51 57 35 33 20

Liguria 15 17 17 8 9 7 18 17 9 10

Lombardia 55 38 39 33 20 24 18 16 25 20

Marche 25 19 17 23 13 26 24 19 19 17

Molise 1 3 5 4 2 1 - 1 - -

Piemonte 19 29 50 21 39 23 27 33 32 36

Puglia 19 20 17 8 5 3 5 7 2 3

Sardegna 19 17 21 15 13 20 23 21 19 15

Sicilia 21 31 22 25 12 18 19 6 12 17

Toscana 40 34 30 22 28 43 32 37 33 28

Trentino Alto Adige 9 2 2 2 5 3 6 4 4 6

Umbria 38 26 17 28 27 25 19 17 9 9

Valle d'Aosta 1 1 1 2 1 2 3 3

Veneto 49 35 30 15 27 25 20 26 15 25

Total 

Number of subjects deceased  in Italy 605 516 483 374 363 392 348 313 308 266

Number of Italians deceased abroad 1 1 1 0 2 1 1 0 0 0

General 606 517 484 374 365 393 349 313 308 266
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Provincial situation
the total of drug death toll collected at national level. In 26 

provinces no deaths for drug abuse were recorded. 

In 2016, the province of Torino (26), Rome and Bologna (12), 

Naples (10), Perugia and Venezia (9) reported the highest 

number of drug abuse deaths, accounting for 29.32% of 
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INTRODUCTION  
Law No. 16 of January 15, 1991 established the Direzione 

Centrale per i Servizi Antidroga (Central Directorate for 

Antidrug Services) as a multiagency body within the 

Department of Public Security of the Ministry of the Interior, 

based on Art. 35 of Law No. 121 of April 1, 1981.

D.C.S.A. is a multiagency Directorate, composed of personnel 

from the State Police, Carabinieri and   Guardia di Finanza, 

represented in equal number. It operates under the aegis of 

the Director General of Public Security - Chief of Police,  to 

carry out the tasks assigned to the Minister of the Interior 

in the field of coordination and planning of Law Enforcement 

Agencies as well as high direction of the police services for 

the prevention of and the fight against illicit trafficking in 

narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances.

D.C.S.A., according to Art. 7 of Law 685/75 (repealed by 

mentioned Art. 35 of Law No. 121/81), was originally a 

Service directed either by a Dirigente Superiore of the State 

Police or by a Brigadier General of the Carabinieri or of the 

Guardia di Finanza. Later, with Law of January 15, 1991 No. 

16, the Service was upgraded to Central Directorate of the 

Department of Public Security, directed for a three-year 

mandate and on a rotation basis by a Dirigente Generale of 

the State Police, a Major General of the Carabinieri or a Major 

General of the Guardia di Finanza. 

Among the major tasks of D.C.S.A.:

- the general coordination of investigations in drug matters 

in Italy and abroad, as well as the support to operational 

units in special operations (simulated drug buys - 

controlled deliveries);

- the collection, processing and storage of information and 

data on drug illicit production and trafficking;

- the development of strategic and operational analyses;

dcsa director
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International and General Affairs

Office for General 
Coordination and Planning

SERVICE III
Antidrug operations
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Research and information
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Training, Studies and 
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Section II
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Car fleet
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Confidential files
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foreign counterparts;

- the maintenance of relations with the international 

organizations involved in the cooperation in the field of 

law enforcement  activities;

- the organization and planning of interagency training 

courses for the police personnel  employed in this 

sector.

The D.C.S.A. is composed of three Services 

(I Service International and General Affairs; 

II Service Research and Information; III 

Service Antidrug Operations) and by the 

Office for General Coordination and Planning, 

cooperating with public institutions and private 

organizations in the field of drug prevention, while 

coordinating the initiatives of Law Enforcement 

Agencies involved in this sector.

Moreover, in order to carry out a constant monitoring of 

the different contexts in which drug trafficking arises and 

develops as well as to better cooperate with the competent 

foreign bodies in order to find a quick solution for judicial and 

police issues, the Direzione Centrale per i Servizi Antidroga 

also avails itself of Law Enforcement Attachés who are posted 

at the diplomatic missions and consulates of the 20 Countries 

which are mostly affected by the drug production, trade and 

illicit transit.

The Law Enforcement Attachés are stationed in the Americas 

(Ottawa, Santo Domingo, Mexico City, Bogota, Caracas, 

La Paz, Brasilia and Buenos Aires), in Africa (Rabat, Dakar 

and Accra), in Asia (Istanbul, Beijing, Tashkent, Kabul and 

Tehran) and Europe (Vienna, Madrid, Barcelona and Skopje).

In Lisbon, at the Maritime Analysis and Operations Centre 

Narcotics MAOC-N, there is a Liaison Officer with operational 

coordination tasks.

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
Foreword

The Direzione Centrale per i Servizi Antidroga (D.C.S.A.), as 

established by the Presidential Decree of October 9th, 1990 

No. 309, fulfills the duties of the Minister of the Interior in the 

field of the coordination and planning of Law Enforcement 

Law Enforcement Attachés all over the world

                       LA PAZ        BUENOS AIRES                  CARACAS      BRASILIA       DAKAR       
Agencies and higher direction of the services aimed at 

preventing and combating illicit trafficking in drugs and 

psychotropic substances. It also maintains and develops the 

relations in the drug field with foreign counterparts as well 

as the agencies and technical bodies of the Governments of 

foreign countries operating in Italy. 

In 2016 the I Service “General and International Affairs” 

contributed to perform such duties with bilateral and 

multilateral initiatives in the training and legislative sectors 

as well as in the technical support to drug investigations.

Multilateral activities

The multilateral initiatives, which were also carried out with 

the precious contribution of the Law Enforcement Attachés 

posted in foreign countries, were developed at UN, EU and 

other International Organizations and/or Regional platforms 

levels.  

a. United Nations

 The activities carried out by the I Service in the framework 
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global level.

 In this context, the D.C.S.A. participated in:

•• the “First Intersessional Meeting”, held in Vienna on 

January 26 and 27, 2016, with the purpose to draw 

up the final document of UNGASS - 2016, as well as 

to draft the agenda and organize the events related 

to the UN General Assembly Special Session;

•• the 59^ Annual Session of the “Commission 

on Narcotic Drugs”, from March 14 to 22, 2016 in 

Vienna;

•• the 59^ Session of the “Commission on 

Narcotic Drugs - Special Segment” (Vienna, 

March 13 – 15, 2016);

•• the “4thIntersessional Meeting”, held in 

Vienna on October 10 - 11, 2016;

•• the 59^ Session of the “Commission on 

Narcotic Drugs” (CND), on the developments of 

the outcomes of the UN General Assembly Special 

Session (Vienna, November 29 - December 2, 2016);;

• the “United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime” 

(UNODC), a body set up in 1997 for the fight against 

drugs and international organized crime.

 D.C.S.A. dealt with:

••  the participation in the meeting organized by 

the “United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime” 

(UNODC) within the “Law Enforcement Training 

Network” (LE TrainNet) project, envisaged by the  

“Building Effective Networks Against Transnational 

Organized Crime” (BENATOC) Programme, held in 

Singapore on June 23 - 24, 2016;

•• the participation in the XXVI HONLEA-AFRICA 

Meeting (Heads of National Drug Law Enforcement 

Agencies), held in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) on 

September 19 - 23, 2016;

•• the participation in the XXVI HONLEA-Asia & Pacific 

meeting (Heads of National Drug Law Enforcement 

Agencies), held in Colombo (Sri Lanka) on October 

24 - 27, 2016;

• the “Central Asian Regional Information and 

Coordination Centre” (C.A.R.I.C.C.), intergovernmental 
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of the United Nations concerned:

•  the UN General Assembly on drugs (UNGASS - 2016), 

devoted to the world drug problem. In this context, 

D.C.S.A. took part in:

••  the preparatory works (at national and international 

levels);

••  the meeting with the Central Administrations, Non-

Governmental Organizations (ONG) and Associations, 

organized by the Department for Antidrug Policies 

- Presidency of the Council of Ministers (March 4, 

2016);

••  the Special Session of the UN Assembly on drugs, 

held in New York from April 19 to 21, 2016, during 

which actions and objectives to be achieved within 

2019 were identified;

• the “Commission on Narcotic Drugs” (CND), the UN body 

in charge of the monitoring of the world drug situation, 

the development of international antidrug strategies 

and the enactment of recommendations/resolutions at 
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a single policy and fostering cooperation in the fight 

against drugs. 

 D.C.S.A. participated in the meetings held:

•• on May 2 - 3 in Amsterdam (the Netherlands)

•• on October 19 - 20 in Bratislava (Slovakia);

• of the “Dublin Group”, the informal group set up in 1990 

with the task of assessing the regional cooperation 

policies in favour of drug production and/or transit 

countries. 

 D.C.S.A took part in the meetings held in Brussels 

(Belgium) on June 30  and November 10;

• of the “Mini Dublin Group” for Central Asia, chaired by 

Italy, a group aimed at the information exchange at 

regional level and at the coordination of the assistance 

activities in favour of the beneficiary countries.

 D.C.S.A. participated in the annual meetings on April  22-

24 and December 5, held in Ashgabat (Turkmenistan);

• of the “Pompidou group”, an intergovernmental body 

for the cooperation in the fight against drug abuse and 

trafficking, set up in  1971 and later included in the 

Council of Europe institutional framework;

• of the “European Multidisciplinary Platform Against 

Criminal Threat” (EMPACT), a multidisciplinary 

operational platform composed of EU Institutions and 

Agencies, third countries, as well as public and private 

organizations, with the objective of fighting against the 

organization aimed at the exchange of information and 

data related to the trafficking in precursors and drugs 

in Central Asia. 

 D.C.S.A. represented Italy - as a project donor 

and observer country - to the meeting in Almaty 

(Kazakhstan), on February 29, 2016.

b. European Union

 The  D.C.S.A. I Service took an active part in:

• the Horizontal Drug Group (HDG), set up in 1997 and in 

charge of fostering the activities of the Council of the 

European Union in drug matters. 

 The Member States representatives analyze strategic 

initiatives, both at the legislative and general level, in 

the fields of drug demand and supply. 

 D.C.S.A. took part in the following meetings of the 

Group, held in Brussels (Belgium), on:

•• January 7, 8 and 25, February 15, March 2 and 3, 

April 7 and 8, May 11 and 12, June 9 and 23, under 

the Dutch EU Presidency;

•• July 13, September 7, 21 and 22, October 11 and 

12, November 9, December 7, under the Slovak 

Presidency of the EU.

• the meeting of “National Drugs Coordinators”, chaired 

by the EU rotating Presidency, composed of the member 

states National Coordinators, aimed at identifying 

The Undersecretary at the Ministry of Justice, Mr. Cosimo Maria Ferri together with DCSA Director at the 59th 

Session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs  - Vienna, 14 March, 2016
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“Reference Group on Drug Supply Indicators”, held in 

Lisbon on November  8 - 9.

c. Other International Organizations and/or Regional 

Platforms

 Further multilateral activities, carried out in cooperation 

with other regional initiatives and platforms, concerned:

• the “Cooperation on Drug Policies between Latin 

America and European Union” (COPOLAD) programme, 

between Latin America and European Union,  approved 

on December 18, 2009  by the European Commission, 

which is aimed at enhancing antidrug policies  in Latin 

America. 

 D.C.S.A. took part in the annual meeting, held in 

Amsterdam (The Netherlands) on June 14-15;

• the G7 - Rome/Lyon Group, an international working 

group addressing security issues, attended by experts 

and governmental officials from Canada, France, 

Germany, Japan, United Kingdom, United States of 

America and Italy, as well as representatives of the 

European Union and other international organizations. 

 From October 31 to November 2 D.C.S.A. took part 

in several preparatory meetings and to the meeting 

in Hiroshima (Japan), the latest one held under the 

Japanese Presidency, before Italy took over this duty;

• the “Organization for Security and Co-operation in 

Europe” (OSCE), a pan-European organization dealing 

with security issues composed of 56 countries, whose 

main goal is conflicts prevention, crisis management 

and reconstruction after conflicts in Europe. 

 On March 14, 2016 in Vienna, the D.C.S.A. Director met 

the General Secretary of this organization, Ambassador 

Lamberto Zannier;

• participation in the “OSCE - Wide Anti-Drug Conference”, 

held in Vienna on October 13 - 14, devoted to the 

creation of a dialogue platform for Member States and 

Partner Countries in the fight against drug trafficking;

• the “Comunidad de Policias de America” (AMERIPOL), 

a platform aimed at enhancing police cooperation in 

technical-scientific matters,  information exchange, 

investigative cooperation in criminal matters and judicial 

most serious forms of  organized crime. 

 D.C.S.A. joined two specific initiatives on “synthetic 

drugs” and  “cocaine/heroin”, participating in the 

following meetings in The Hague (The Netherlands), at 

Europol headquarters:

•• on September 29-30, for synthetic drugs;

•• on October 13-14, for cocaine; 

•• on October 18-19 , for heroin;

• of the “Maritime Analysis and Operations Centre - 

Narcotics” (MAOC-N), an intergovernmental body set up 

in Lisbon based on an agreement signed on September 

30, 2007 by France, Ireland, The Netherlands, Portugal, 

United Kingdom, Spain and Italy. This body is aimed  

at counteracting Atlantic drug trafficking destined for 

Europe and Western Africa. 

 D.C.S.A. participated in the periodic meetings of the 

Executive Board, held on May 31-June 1 and November 

14-17 in Lisbon (Portugal);

• of the “European Border and Coast Guard Agency 

(FRONTEX). D.C.S.A. took part from February 2 to 4 in 

Neustadt (Germany), to the  4° meeting of the working 

group on the “best practices” in the boarding operations 

coordinated by said agency;

• of the forum “EU - Comunidad de Estados Latino 

Americano y Caribenos” (EU - CELAC), a body included 

in the cooperation project between Latin America and 

European Union, that is aimed at discussing common 

interest issues in order to strengthen political dialogue 

and cooperation in the drug trafficking prevention field. 

 D.C.S.A. took part in the Technical Committee meetings 

on May 12 in Brussels (Belgium) and on June 16-17 in 

Amsterdam (The Netherlands);

• of the “European Policy Cycle”, a policy cycle adopted 

in 2010 by the European Union  to tackle major 

crime threats , in order to optimize coordination and 

cooperation on a few priorities in the field of crime;

•  of the “European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug 

Addictions” (EMCDDA), the EU Agency set up in 1993 

with the task of drawing up reports on drug and drug 

addictions. 

 D.C.S.A. participated in the annual meeting of the 
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assistance concerning organized crime, including drug 

trafficking. 

 In this context D.C.S.A. took part in:

•• on February 25 in Mexico City (Mexico), the 

inauguration ceremony of the  “Presidencia de la 

Comunidad de Policias de America” (Ameripol);

•• on September 22 - 23 in Panama, the IX meeting 

of the  “Council of Directors and Observer Bodies - 

Comunidad de Policias de America” (Ameripol);

• the “Paris Pact Initiative”, a project for the fight 

against the trafficking in and the abuse of opiates 

coming from Afghanistan, which is aimed at promoting 

coordination and assistance (not only technical) among 

involved countries, also through periodic meetings and 

discussions. 

 On December 1 and 2, at Europol headquarters in The 

Hague, the “Expert Working Group on Precursors” took 

place, which was organized by the “United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime” (UNODC);

• the “International Drug Enforcement Conference” 

(IDEC), set up in  1983 by the  U.S. “Drug Enforcement 

Administration” (DEA) as a multilateral forum for the 

strengthening of international relations and cooperation, 

in the fight against illicit drug trafficking. 

 IDEC is composed of the Police Organizations of over 

100 countries and meet every year in one of the Member 

States. 

 The Central Director for Antidrug Services participated 

in the XXXIII edition of the conference, held in Lima 

(Peru) on April 24 – 29, 2016.

Bilateral activities

a. Cooperation

The D.C.S.A. Director met the General Secretary of “Orga-
nization for Security and Co-operation in Europe” (OSCE), 

Ambassador Lamberto Zannier
Vienna, March 14, 2016

XXXIII edition of the “International Drug Enforcement Conference” (IDEC) - Lima (Peru) , April 24 - 29, 2016
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 In 2016 the antidrug activities dedicated to bilateral 

international cooperation were focused in particular on:

•  drawing up proposals to launch negotiations for 

international agreements, upon request of foreign 

counterparts and in close connection with the Office for 

the Police Forces Coordination and Planning;

• organizing bilateral visits and meetings at D.C.S.A 

headquarters;

• organizing cooperation meetings with foreign 

counterparts both at  D.C.S.A. headquarters and in the 

foreign countries involved; 

• drawing up reports and overviews on the fight against 

drug trafficking, on the police cooperation at global and 

bilateral level. 

 Such works are consulted by the Minister of the 

Interior, the Chief of Police - Director General of the 

Public Security and by the Office for the Police Forces 

Coordination and Planning;

• keeping relations with the D.C.S.A. Law Enforcement 

Attachés in fields different from the operational and/or 

training activities.

 In particular, in 2016 D.C.S.A. coordinated and run the 

following activities:

• the study visit to D.C.S.A. of a Mongolian delegation 

headed by the Chief of Police, accompanied by the 

Ambassador of the Republic of Mongolia in Italy (January 

19, 2016);

• the participation of the Central Director for Antidrug 

Services in the presentation of the analysis report on 

international drug trafficking, drawn up by the Italian-

Russian study group on drug trafficking, in cooperation 

between the “Istituto di Studi Euroasiatici” (ISE) and 

the “Russian Agency on the control of drug trafficking” 

(FSKN) (Ministry of Justice, January 29, 2016);

• the visit to Italy of a delegation from the Republic of 

Serbia headed by the Secretary of State, leader of the 

Working Group on Antiterror Strategy (February 23, 

2016);

• the participation in the International Conference on 

cannabis, held in  Tangier (Morocco) on March 18 - 20, 

2016;

• the participation in the Seminar organized by the Royal 

Gendarmerie in Casablanca (Morocco), held in Rabat 

(Morocco) on March 21, 2016;

• the mission to Casablanca (Morocco) of the D.C.S.A. 

Law Enforcement Attaché in Rabat, to take part in a 

Seminar organized by the Gendarmerie Royale (March 

21, 2016);

•  the study visit to D.C.S.A. by a delegation of the Canadian 

Ministry of Justice headed by the Senior General Counsel 

and Director General of the “International Assistance 

Group - Litigation Branch - Department of Justice” (April 

5, 2016);

• the visit to Italy of the Argentinian Secretario de 

Seguridad from May  18 to 22, 2016;

• the participation in the Master Class, held in Warnsveld 

(The Netherlands), from May 30 to June 10, 2016.This 

Master Class was aimed at gaining knowledge on the 

process of training and expertise of Police officers in 

the field of international police cooperation and fight 

against drug trafficking;

• the participation in the “Joint Analytical Working Group” 

(JAWG), held in Toronto (Canada) on July 5 - 7, 2016;

• the visit to Italy on July 18 - 22, 2016, of the Director of 

Interpol Tehran;

• the visit to Italy of the National Director of the 

Argentinian Airport Security Police, from July 25 to 29, 

2016; The study visit to D.C.S.A. of a Mongolian delegation headed by the 
Chief of Police - Rome, January 19, 2016
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• the visit to Italy of a “Drug Investigation Bureau” 

delegation of the  Hong Kong Customs, from September 

17 to 21, 2016; 

• the participation in the “International Drug Trafficking 

Conference for National Forensic Experts and Drug 

Trafficking Investigators”, held in Prague (Czech 

Republic) from September 19 to 21, 2016;

• the visit to Italy of a delegation of the Public Security of 

the Qinghai (China) province from September 15 to 18, 

2016;

• the visit to D.C.S.A. of a delegation composed of Kosovan 

Prosecutors and Police Officials, representatives of 

the U.S. Department of Justice and of the “Drug 

Enforcement Administration” (DEA) Office in Italy, aimed 

at thoroughly examine aspects of the police operations 

conducted through special investigative techniques 

(September 28, 2016);

• the visit to D.C.S.A. of a delegation of the Antidrug 

Department of the Chinese Ministry of Public Security 

for an information exchange on international trafficking 

in narcotics and psychotropic substances (October 18, 

2016); 

• the visit to D.C.S.A. of a delegation of Senior Officers of 

the National Peruvian Police, attending the High Level 

Training Course for Senior Officers (October 24, 2016);

• the visit of the D.C.S.A. Director to the General 

Commander of the Ontario Provincial Police, the 

Director General of the Quebec Provincial Police and 

the Officer in charge of the operations of the  Royal 

Canadian Mounted Police (October 22-28, 2016);

The visit to Italy of a delegation from the Republic of Serbia headed by 
the Secretary of State Mr. Aleksandar Nikolic,

Rome, February 23, 2016

The study visit to D.C.S.A. by a delegation of the 
Canadian Ministry of Justice - Rome, April 5, 2016

The visit to D.C.S.A. of the Director of Interpol Tehran - Rome, July 18 - 22, 2016
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• the visit to D.C.S.A. of an officer of the German Police 

within an administrative apprenticeship exchange 

at European level aimed at gaining knowledge about 

the organization of Public Security System in Italy 

(November 4, 2016);

• the participation of an officer in charge of the Bilateral 

International Relations Section in the meeting of the 

Italy-India joint working group  on the fight against 

terrorism and transnational crime, implementing the 

Memorandum of Understanding signed on February 15, 

2007 in New Delhi, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation (November 10, 2016);

• the participation of the D.C.S.A. Law Enforcement 

Attaché in Beijing in the  “Workshop International 

Standards for Identifying and Assisting Victims of Human 

Trafficking and Forced Labour” (Beijing, November 17-

18, 2016);

• the visit to D.C.S.A. of a delegation of officials of the 

Colombian National Public Prosecutor’s Office and DEA 

Bogota officials for information exchange on an antidrug 

activity (November 30, 2016);

• the visit to D.C.S.A. of a high-level “China National 

Narcotics Control Commission” delegation headed 

by the Vice Director General of the Chinese Antidrug 

Directorate, in order to acquire information on  domestic 

antidrug activities, drug abuse and analysis techniques 

concerning the checks on urban waste water discharge 

aimed at monitoring drug abuse (December 12, 2016);

• the participation of an officer in charge of the Bilateral 

International Relations Section in the coordination 

meeting within the Bilateral Police and Customs 

Cooperation Agreements signed by Italy, Switzerland 

and Estonia, held at the Office for Police Forces 

Coordination and Planning on December 13, 2016.

b. Negotiations 

 We would like to mention the starting works of the 

negotiations with Canada/Quebec for a Memorandum of 

The visit to D.C.S.A. of the National Director of the 
Argentinian Airport Security Police

July 25 - 29, 2016

The visit to Italy of a “Drug Investigation Bureau” 
delegation of the  Hong Kong Customs

Rome, September 17 - 21, 2016

The visit to D.C.S.A. of a delegation of Senior Officers of the National 
Peruvian Police - Rome, October 24, 2016
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Understanding on police cooperation between the “Royal 

Canadian Mounted Police” and the  “Department of Public 

Security” of Italy.

c. Situation Reports

 Upon request of the Office for Police Forces Coordination 

and Planning or the Central Directorate for Criminal 

Police, D.C.S.A. drew up situation reports for the top 

level Authorities. Such reports where focused on the 

fight against drug trafficking and police cooperation in 

this field with regard to the following countries: Denmark, 

Slovenia, Ghana, Senegal, Greece, Sudan, Palestine, 

Serbia, U.S.A., China, France, The Netherlands, Malesia, 

Croatia, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Switzerland, 

Argentina, Ivory Coast, Kosovo, Kenya, Mexico, South 

Africa, Germany, Malta, Nigeria, Japan and Georgia.

d. Visits by Foreign Delegations and Italian Authorities

• March 2, 2016: Prefetto Luigi Savina, Vice Director 

General of the Public Security, in quality of Deputy Chief 

of Police;

• September 12, 2016: President of the Military Court of 

Appeal, Mr. Maurizio Block;

• October 5, 2016: Franco Gabrielli, Chief of Police – 

Director General of the Public Security, accompanied by 

the Assistant Chief of Police, Prefetto Antonino Cufalo. 

During the meeting, besides discussing drug trafficking 

issues, Prefetto Gabrielli praised D.C.S.A. personnel for 

the job made.

 Moreover, situation reports on the status of police 

cooperation with the following countries were drawn up 

on the occasion of visits by foreign delegations, missions 

abroad by the D.C.S.A. Director and upon request of  

D.C.S.A. bureaus : Mongolia, Russian Federation, Albania, 

Serbia, Spain, Afghanistan, Canada, Peru, Iran, China, 

Kosovo, South Africa, France, Kazakhstan, San Marino, 

India, Bangladesh, Macedonia, Switzerland and Estonia.

TRAINING ACTIVITIES
In 2016, D.C.S.A carried out the following training activities:

a. at national level:

• lesson held on January 21, 2016 on “The fight against 

drug trafficking: threats and emerging problems” in the 

framework of the XI refresher course in favour of Senior 

Officers/Officials/Commanders or about to be charged 

of Investigative Units – Provincial Command Units – 

Carabinieri Groups, at the Carabinieri Investigative 

Techniques High Institute (I.S.T.I.) in Velletri (Rome);

• lesson held on March 16, 2016 on “The fight against 

drug trafficking: threats and emerging problems on the 

The visit to D.C.S.A. of the Director to the General Commander of the Ontario Provincial Police, the Director General 
of the Quebec Provincial Police and the Officer in charge of the operations of the  Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

(October 22-28, 2016)
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international scenario”, in the framework of the course 

in favour of 20 police officers from Guinea Bissau at 

the Carabinieri Investigative Techniques High Institute 

(I.S.T.I.) in Velletri (Rome);

• “VIII Drug Seminar for Undercover Agents”, held at 

D.C.S.A. headquarters from 21 to 22 March 2016. 36 law 

enforcement officers having sector-specific expertise 

took part in this activity (included 6 D.C.S.A. officers, 2 

officers for each of the three Italian Law Enforcement 

authorities);

• “XXVI Drug Course for Undercover Agents” held at 

D.C.S.A. headquarters from 4 to 15 April 2016. 29 

Officers and non-commissioned Officers from the 

State Police, Carabinieri and Guardia di Finanza took 

part in this activity. Also 9 representatives of foreign 

police authorities (2 from Morocco, 1 from Spain, 1 

from Mexico, 2 from Macedonia and 3 from Switzerland) 

participated in this course. During this course a team 

of trainers from ROS/Special Operational Department 

of Carabinieri, supervised the practical exercises and 

simulations on the role of undercover agent;

• lesson held on April 5, 2016 in the framework of the 29th 

Course for Carabinieri Senior Officers, at the Carabinieri 

Officers School in Rome;

•  lesson held on April 11, 2016 on “Coordination of counter-

narcotics activities at national and transnational level. 

“D.C.S.A. Structure and Tasks”, within the Seminar on  

“The fight against the Mafia and the Narco-Mafia” held 

at the Interagency College of Advanced Studies for Law 

Enforcement Officials within the 31st Advanced Training 

The visit to D.C.S.A. of the Chief of Police
Director General of the Public Security

Rome, October 5, 2016

The visit to D.C.S.A. of a high-level “China National Narcotics Control Commission” 
Rome, December 12, 2016
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Course;

• Course on “Clandestine laboratories and New 

Psychoactive Substances” at D.C.S.A. headquarters 

from 2 to 6 May, 2016. 18 officers and non-

commissioned officers from the State Police, Carabinieri 

Guardia di Finanza took part in this activity along with 

5 representatives of foreign police authorities (2 from 

Morocco, 2 from Macedonia, 1 from Spain);

• Lesson on “Antidrug Techniques” during the special 

session in favour of dog handlers switching to the 

drug canine units of State Police, through a series of 

lessons held on May 9, 16, 19, 23 and 26,2016 at the 

Coordination Centre for Dog Units of the State Police in  

Nettuno (Rome);

• Lessons on “Drug Training to combat drug pushing”,  on 

May 18 and 27, 2016 during the 195th and del 196th 

Training Course for State Police officers, held at the 

State Police Cadets Schools in Peschiera del Garda, 

Alessandria and Campobasso;

• III Course “Drug@onLine”, at D.C.S.A. headquarters 

(from 6 to 10 June 2016), in favour of officers and 

non-commissioned officers of State Police, Carabinieri 

and Guardia di Finanza in the fight against online 

drug trafficking. 14  representatives of foreign police 

authorities took part in this course (1 from Honduras, 

2 from Morocco, 3 from Canada, 1 from China, 2 from 

Macedonia, 2 from Argentina, 2 from Spain and 1 from 

Mexico);

• “II Training Course for the D.C.S.A. Law Enforcement 

Attachés”, from June  20 to 24, 2016;

• lesson on institutional issues during the “105th Training 

Course for Senior Police Officers of State Police” ( June 

28 and July 1, 2016);

• “XVII Course for Heads of Drug Units”,  from September 

5 to 9, 2016, with the participation of 18 Senior Officers 

of State Police, Carabinieri and Guardia di Finanza 

and 21 representatives of foreign police authorities (1 

from Morocco, 1 from Bulgaria, 2 from Spain, 2 from 

Germany, 2 from Switzerland, 1 from Nigeria, 1 from 

Mali, 1 from Senegal, 1 from Cape Verde, 1 from Hong 

Kong, 1 from China, 1 from Argentina, 5 from Canada 

and 1 from Mexico);

• study visits, to complement the training course for 

D.C.S.A. Law Enforcement Attachés (September 21-28, 

2016) to different Offices of the Department of Public 

Security, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation, Anti-mafia National Directorate, Anti-

terrorism Directorate, Court of Appeal in Rome and 

Carabinieri and Guardia di Finanza General Headquarters;

• lessons on “Drug Training to combat drug pushing”,  on 

October 10, 24 and 25, 2016, during the “195th and 

196th Training Course for State Police officers” held at 

the Police Schools in Vibo Valentia, Campobasso and 

Peschiera del Garda;

• IV Course “Drug@onLine”, at D.C.S.A. Headquarters 

(November 7-11 2016) in favour of officers and non-

commissioned officers of State Police, Carabinieri and 

Guardia di Finanza and of 9 representatives of foreign 

police authorities (3 from Argentina, 2 from Morocco, 2 

from Spain, 1 from Canada and 1 from Switzerland);

• 12th Refresher Course for Senior Officers and Chiefs 

who are about to take charge of an Investigative Unit, 

a Section of a Provincial Command, Carabinieri Group 

“module A1”, at the Carabinieri Investigative Techniques 

High Institute (I.S.T.I.) in Velletri (Rome) on November 

9, 2016;

Course on “Clandestine laboratories and New Psychoactive 
Substances” - Rome, 2 - 6 May, 2016
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• lesson held on November 28, 2016 on “Drug Training 

to combat drug pushing”,  held at the School of State 

Police Inspectors in Nettuno (Rome)  during the 9th 

Refresher Course for personnel from sport sections 

of the State Police - Fiamme Oro, once back to their 

duties in accordance with art. 8 of the Presidential 

Decree No. 393/2003;

b. at international level:

• Participation of the D.C.S.A. Law Enforcement 

Attaché stationed in Tehran (Iran) in a Seminar on 

the issue of migration flows, fight against trafficking 

in human beings and illicit migration, held at  UNODC 

Headquarters in Tehran (February 1 and 2, 2016);

• Conference on “World Production and International 

Trafficking in Drugs” at the Specialization Training 

Centre of the Guardia di Finanza in Orvieto, during the 

course in favour of “Trainers of personnel of Customs 

and Border Police of the Republic of Haiti” ( February 

18, 2016);

• Conference on “World Production and International 

Trafficking in Drugs” at the Specialization Training 

Centre of the Guardia di Finanza in Orvieto, during the 

course in favour of “Trainers of Customs and Border 

Police personnel of Madagascar and Union of the 

Comoros” (March 10, 2016);

• Course “Drug@onLine” in favour of the Police Authorities 

of the Republic of Uzbekistan, held in Tashkent 

(Uzbekistan) April 11 - 15, 2016, with the participation 

of 11 Officers of the Ministry of the Interior and of the 

Customs Committee of Uzbekistan;

• Participation of the D.C.S.A. Law Enforcement Attachés 

stationed in Tehran (Iran) and Kabul (Afghanistan), 

along with a representative of the Central Directorate 

for Immigration and Border Police, in the first of the 

three seminars foreseen in the framework of the 

Memorandum of Understanding between Italy and 

Iran on September 23, 2013, for the stabilization and 

development of Afghanistan. The training course - in 

favour of 15 officers from the Afghan Police Authorities 

- was held from April 24 to 29, 2016 at the International 

Police Academy in Tehran (Iran) and dealt with the 

“Technological equipment used during investigations”, 

“Investigative methods to combat drug trafficking - 

international cooperation”, “outline of organized crime 

and drug trafficking” and  “Airport antidrug procedures”;

• Conference on “World Production and International 

Drug Trafficking”, by a D.C.S.A. representative, at the 

Specialization Training Centre of the Guardia di Finanza 

in Orvieto, during the course in favour of “Trainers of 

Customs and Border Police personnel of Niger” on June 

“XVII Course for Heads of Drug Units” -  Rome, September 5 -9, 2016 



92 Part Two

7, 2016;

• lesson held during the international course on the 

“Crime scene and kidnapping management”, in favour 

of the Police authorities of Namibia, at the Carabinieri 

Investigative Techniques High Institute (I.S.T.I.) in 

Velletri (Rome) on June 17, 2016;

• conference on “World Production and International 

Drug Trafficking”,  at the Specialization Training Centre 

of the Guardia di Finanza in Orvieto, during the course 

in favour of “Trainers of Customs and Border Police 

personnel of the kingdom of Swaziland” (July 4, 2016);

• lesson held during the course on the “Crime scene and 

kidnapping management and drug investigations” in 

favour of Botswana Police Authorities, at the Carabinieri 

Investigative Techniques High Institute (I.S.T.I.) in 

Velletri (Rome) on July 8, 2016;

• lesson on “The fight against drug trafficking: threats 

and emerging problems on the international scenario”, 

during the international course “Crime scene and 

kidnapping management”, in favour of Rwanda police 

authorities, at the Carabinieri Investigative Techniques 

High Institute (I.S.T.I.) in Velletri (Rome) on July 21, 

2016;

• Participation of the D.C.S.A. Law Enforcement Attachés 

stationed in Tehran (Iran) and Kabul (Afghanistan), 

in the second of the three seminars foreseen in the 

framework of the Memorandum of Understanding 

between Italy and Iran on September 23, 2013, for 

the stabilization and development of Afghanistan. 

The training course - in favour of 15 officers from the 

Afghan Police Authorities - was held from November 

13 to 17, 2016 at the International Police Academy 

“Amin” in Tehran. The Italian officers’ session dealt with 

“Precursors and synthetic/semi-synthetic substances, 

antidrug activities, technical equipment used during 

investigations, Mafia-type organized crime”;

• conference on “World Production and International 

Drug Trafficking”, at the Specialization Training Centre 

of the Guardia di Finanza in Orvieto, during the course 

in favour of “Trainers of Customs and Border Police 

personnel of the Republic of Liberia” (November 21, 

2016);

• Antidrug course in favour of senior police officers 

from the Republic of  Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and 

Macedonia, at D.C.S.A. Headquarters, from November 

21 to 25, 2016. 21 officers took part in this course (4 from 

Macedonia, 12 from Kyrgyzstan, 4 from Turkmenistan 

and 1 OSCE representative).

Antidrug course in favour of senior police officers from the Republic of  Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Macedonia 
Rome, November 21 -25, 2016



93Part Two

c. collaboration with the European Police College (CEPOL) 

and other international organizations:

• seminar on Drugs organized by the Belgian Judicial 

Training Institute (JTI), in Antwerp (Belgium), from April 

11 to 14, 2016;  

• Master Class organized by the Dutch Police Academy 

on international police cooperation, in Warnsveld (The 

Netherlands), from May 30 to June 10, 2016;

• XV vocational-language course, at the National Police 

Training Academy in  Clermont- Ferrand (France), from 

June 6 to 17, 2016. Two D.C.S.A. State Police officers 

took part in this course;

• Course Cepol 47/2016 “Joint Investigations Teams EU 

and Western Balkans”, from June 21 to 23, 2016 in 

Budapest (Hungary);

• Course Cepol 25/2016 “Presidency Conference - 

Synthetic Drugs - Bratislava (Slovak Republic), from 

September 21 to 23, 2016;

• Course Cepol 41/2016 “Undercover Operations”, from 

September 27 to 30, 2016 in Loures (Portugal); 

• participation in the online seminar (webinar no. 

77/2016), organized by Cepol, on November 14, 2016, 

on “Protection Handling and Processing of Personal 

Data according to EU Legislation”.

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES
Upon request of the Legislative Office at the Department 

of Public Security, in 2016, the D.C.S.A. Legislative Section 

formulated its opinion on 20 drafts and proposed laws 

submitted to the Parliament and on 2 laws on illicit drugs and 

medicinal products approved by the Regions. In mentioned 

year, there were also 25 opinions on regulatory projects of 

several EU Countries (Estonia, Sweden, Germany, Finland, 

Hungary, Iceland, Austria), aimed at including NPS in the 

Tables of their respective Legislations, and 4 dispositions 

of the Ministry of Interior to join a civil claim in criminal 

proceedings for drug matters.

In the reporting year, answers to 18 Parliament Inspection 

Body activities (questions, interpellations, motions) 

were given and a regular advisory activity on the drug 

legislation was ensured in favour of  national and EU bodies. 

Furthermore, the participation in numerous specialized-

regulatory coordination meetings at the Department of Public 

Security Legislative Office was also guaranteed.

The organization of training modules in the framework of 

Project  “SISFOR - Sistema di formazione on-line delle Forze 

dell’Ordine/ Online training system for Law Enforcement 

Services” carried out by the Central Directorate of Training 

Institutes.

The activity of the Legislative Section culminated in the 

particularly sensitive arrangement and approval procedures 

of the Memorandum of Understanding on the fight against 

drug financing and relevant proceeds  laundering between 

the D.C.S.A. and the Anti-Mafia and Anti-Terrorism National 

Directorate, signed on July 20, 2016 by the respective 

Directors. This agreement represents an innovative and 

strategic instrument to support the analysis of particularly 

complex operations. It aims at achieving a more incisive and 

prompt coordination and planning activity, giving impulse to 

new investigations in order to identify potentially unexplored 

areas of investigation.

At present, the Training, Studies and Legislative Affairs 

Section of the I Service is monitoring three legislative 

initiatives implemented by the D.C.S.A. in the previous 

years, in collaboration with and under the auspices of the 

Legislative Offices within the Department of Public Security 

and the Ministry of Interior.

The first initiative regards art. 75 of the Presidential Decree 

No. 309/90; it aims at limiting time and cost for carrying out 

toxicological tests on the drugs seized in case of administrative 

proceedings before the Prefetto (the highest administrative 

authority at provincial level). After the amendment, it will be 

possible to use also speedy tests to detect active principles 

in the seized substances, so to reduce the hard burden of 

work and costs by law enforcement laboratories.  The second 

intends to address the issue of illicit drug trade over the 

Internet, in particular on the darknet and deep-web where 

the drug diffusion is very difficult to tackle. This legislative 

amendment proposal entrusts the D.C.S.A. Section Drug@

online, the specific competence to conduct online undercover 

operations in order to gather evidence for information found 

on the web, georeference the illicit activities of drug import 
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and pushing and alert the local services for the development 

of targeted investigations and counternarcotic actions.

The third initiative aims at promoting the ratification (pending 

for more than 20 years) of the Agreement of the Council of 

Europe on the Illicit Drug Trafficking by Sea, implementing 

art. 17 of the UN Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic 

Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988, in order to further 

enhance the police cooperation levels in the field of drug 

trafficking, harmonizing its operational protocols with those 

of the other Countries involved, in such a strategic sector 

even for the fight against organized crime and terrorism. At 

present, this draft law is being discussed at the Chamber 

of Deputies and its examination is still pending. Finally, 

another ongoing legislative initiative regards the publication 

of decree by the Minister of Interior – in cooperation with 

the Minister of Justice and other relevant Ministries – to 

define the temporary use of real and personal property and 

of cover documents for website activation during undercover 

activities. These amendments  will provide new legal tools, 

enhancing at the same time, the safeguards and judicial 

guarantees of the undercover officer.

SUPPORT TO CRIMINAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ACTIVITY
D.C.S.A. guides and implements the investigations all 

over the Italian territory, significantly contributing in the 

investigative actions carried out by the local law enforcement 

units. D.C.S.A. also provides them with a technical-logistical 

support, through targeted financial and technical resources. 

These support activities, in favour of all the Law Enforcement 

The Director of Anti-Mafia and Anti-Terrorism National Directorate and the Director of D.C.S.A.
Rome, July 20, 2016

Visit to D.C.S.A technical equipment section of  the 
Italian Chief of Police, Prefetto Franco Gabrielli 

Roma, 4 October 2016
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Agencies, ensure the development of synergies of economic 

nature with the judicial authorities having jurisdiction over the 

investigations, useful to widen the investigative perspectives 

through non-repeatable evidence gathering.

In 2016, the above-mentioned D.C.S.A. technical support 

activities resulted in:

a. electronic surveillance: 85 cases;

b. support to rent cars for special operations: 1,454 cases.

INFORMATION AND RESEARCH
For many years now, the drug phenomenon has had 

consolidated characteristics:

- there is an interaction between illicit traffic in narcotic 

drugs and related chemical precursors with other markets,  

which are very dynamic as well . These markets are used 

to  reinvest and launder huge sums of money or swap the 

drugs with other types of goods or illicit services;

- the synthetic drug market, thanks to the opportunities 

offered by the e-commerce, has enormously grown 

and is able to satisfy the needs of an increasingly wide 

consumption market;

-  the aim of narco-traffickers is continuously searching for 

new room for manoeuvre in the maze of counternarcotic 

measures undertaken by the different Countries.

Automatic procedures to facilitate law enforcement actions 

between different Countries must be developed in order to 

face these dynamics. It is necessary that, within each Country, 

the Law Enforcement Agencies may act in a coordinated way 

so to avoid investigative overlaps and  dispersions of precious 

resources.

This is the mission of the Strategic Analysis Section, 

included within the II Service, which through the intelligence 

information management:

- provides information support to the DCSA Director, 

government Authorities as well as local units operating all 

over Italy. This assistance contributes to establish DCSA 

mid and long-term targets, meeting the information needs 

of targeted local situations or specific sectors demands;

- thoroughly analyses information gathered thanks to its 

Law Enforcement Attachés stationed in key Countries of 

the drug trafficking scenario or through open sources, 

with regard to:

• the world drug producing areas according to each single 

substance, indicating the different levels of production;

• the drug routes that, from the source areas, reach 

the trading Countries and on to the illicit consumption 

national and international markets;

• the precursors flows;

• the operational dynamics of the drug trafficking 

organised crime groups; 

• The statistics pertaining to the counter-narcotic actions, 

consumption and prices;

• the transportation and concealment methods;

• the internal situations of specific areas which can 

influence the transit routes.

- carries out an objective assessment of the results of law 

enforcement activities or the impact of legislations of 

other Countries on the consumption markets.

In order to respond to requests formulated by DCSA Sections 

or by other national and international Organisations, the 

Strategic Analysis Section carries out daily research based 

on:

- DCSA internal documents;

- information reports coming from the Law Enforcement 

Attachés stationed abroad;

- information documents on other Countries constantly 

collaborating with the Italian law enforcement Agencies;

- official documents taken from the official websites of 

other Countries;

- open source.

In 2016, 90 situation reports were elaborated on foreign 

Countries in the field of the fight against drug trafficking and 

police cooperation.

In addition, the following contributions were also drawn up:

- Report to the Parliament on drug abuse in Italy by the 

Department of Antidrug Policies of the Presidency of the 

Council of Ministers;

- Activities of the Parliament Inspection Body;

- DCSA Annual Report;

- Answers to UNODC ARQ Annual Report Questionnaire;

- Answers to SOCTA questionnaire (EU Serious and 

Organised Crime Threat Assessment) EUROPOL;
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- Requests from national and international Organisations;

- Requests from foreign Countries;

- prices of major drugs in Italy.

The Operational Analysis Section, included within the III 

Service, plays a  an essential role in the antidrug operations. 

In particular, it is involved in a phase of the intelligence 

process in which, once gathered, all investigative data are 

classified, analysed, processed and then transformed into 

information useful to the operation.

The Officers belonging to this Section, in order to perform 

their activities, use special information technology tools to 

elaborate the so-called “Analysis Report”, that is the report 

on the antidrug operation involved, supported by standard 

relational graphs which are largely used by law enforcement 

Agencies internationally.

These reports, based on homogeneous signs and symbols:

- allow the representation of information, relations and 

links;

- facilitate the assessment of the information consistency 

(information and source assessment);

- simplify the communication between international 

organisations with different languages;

- provide a comprehensive overview of the whole 

investigation, highlighting its strengths and weaknesses; 

- represent a valid guidance in the overall evaluation of 

information gathering and, therefore, of the evidence 

sources, also for the benefit of the Judicial Authority in 

the framework of criminal action and court proceedings.

The analysis reports will be provided to the requesting local 

law enforcement Offices/Units all over the Italian territory or 

to the other DCSA Services/Sections, in order to facilitate a 

comprehensive assessment and an exchange of information  

between the numerous national and international police 

Agencies.

DRUG@ONLINE SECTION
The increase of drugs and NPS trafficking over the Internet 

is evident from the spread of web sites dealing with their 

sale and the number of drug seizures carried out by the law 

enforcement agencies in the airport areas where parcels 

from abroad are received and stored.

The Direzione Centrale per i Servizi Antidroga established a 

new Drug@online Section, in order to support investigations 

in this specific field. This section has special software to 

monitor both the open web and the darknet, where through 

complex web site surfing mechanisms, unidentifiable 

operators are active in illicit activities, even different from 

drug trade. 

Besides its coordination tasks and its support given to the 

local police services all over the country, the Drug@online 

Section monitors and analyses this phenomenon so to boost 

further investigative actions.

To effectively combat the spread of illicit substances over 

the darknet and deep web DCSA made a proposal aimed at 

strengthening the operational potential of this section. This 

amendment intends to give special power to DCSA Drug@

online section in order to carry out undercover operations 

(Art. 9 Law No. 146 of 2006) on the Internet with the aim 

of gathering evidence to support information collected on 

the web, geo-referencing drug import and trade activities, 

informing in a targeted manner all bureaus and local units 

having jurisdiction over the development of investigations.

Thanks to the investigative efforts of national police services, 

of law enforcement Attachés and of foreign police authorities, 

in 2016, numerous counter-narcotics actions were conducted, 

also employing web undercover agents.

These in-depth investigations led to:

- detect six online platforms aimed at drug pushing, 

and other 6 where illicit goods were sold (weapons, 

counterfeit currency, cloned debit and credit cards, forged 

documents);

- gather serious indications against individuals operating on 

the darknet;

- identify and arrest 12 subjects who, after purchasing 

drugs online (amphetamines, ketamine, LSD, ecstasy, 

marijuana), sold them on the national black market;

- identify a subject who converted bitcoin/Euros (derived 

from illicit activities) for criminals operating on the 

darknet;

- seize 1.5 kg of synthetic drugs, among which 

amphetamines, MDMA, LSD, ketamine, as well as some 

IT devices which are currently examined by experts as 
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ordered by the Judicial Authorities.

Operations have often emphasized the transnational character 

of online drug trade, pointing out the need of effective police 

international cooperation so to exchange information in a 

rapid and regular way.

Finally, in 2016, DCSA, in compliance with its training duties in 

favour of law enforcement personnel and in line with the aim 

of creating a network of experts using a shared operational 

model to combat online drug trafficking, organised three 

courses “Drug@OnLine”, two in its headquarters and one 

abroad. These initiatives aimed at training web undercover 

agents and, for this reason, specialised personnel from the 

three Italian law enforcement agencies and from foreign 

police authorities were invited to take part.

NEW PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES
As laid down by the Decision of the European Council No. 387 

dated 10 May 2005 on the exchange of information, the risk 

assessment and the control of New Psychoactive Substances 

(which is soon going to be changed), the Direzione Centrale 

per i Servizi Antidroga is the national focal point on N.P.S 

of the Italian law enforcement agencies. It channels the 

relevant information to EUROPOL through the N.P.S. National 

Unit at the Central Directorate of Criminal Police.

D.C.S.A. is also an integral part of the Early Warning System 

of the Department for Antidrug Policies at the Presidency 

of the Council of Ministers, which gathers and analyzes the 

reports on the new drugs of abuse at both national and the 

European level through a network of Cooperation Centres.  

This system is directly linked with the European Platform 

called “Early Warning System (EWS)”, falling under the 

jurisdiction of EMCDDA”1.

Up to now about 450 new substances2 have been monitored 

by the European Warning System. They are mostly 

synthetic cannabinoids (such as Cumyl-5F-PINACA, 5F-

PB-22, ADB-PINACA and MDMB-FUBINACA) and synthetic 

catinones, followed by synthetic omologues of Piperazine, 

Benzodiazepine, Arylamine, Tryptamine, Opium and 

Phenethylamine. 

In particular, the National Early Warning System (SNAP) 

forwarded to the Direzione Centrale per i Servizi Antidroga 

22 reports on  the seizures carried out in Italy and abroad 

of synthetic cannabinoids, phenethylamine, synthetic 

opiates and psychotropic substances of natural origin such 

as KRATOM, a mitragyne with stimulating (at low doses) or 

sedative-euphoric-analgesic effects (at high doses).

At the EU “operational level”, the New Psychoactive 

Substances are part of the multidisciplinary platform EMPACT 

1 EMCDDA: European Monitoring Centre for Drug and Drug Addiction.

2 EMCDDA, “New Psychoactive Substances in Europe”, March 2015.

USA - Seizure of synthetic cannabinoids in Illinois  - June 2016
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Synthetic Drugs and the specific actions are reported in the 

different Operational Action Plans. The Direzione Centrale 

per i Servizi Antidroga takes part in these plans through 

its focal points. Such a platform allowed to develop some 

backtracking investigations in cooperation with EUROPOL, 

with a particular focus on synthetic drug production and the 

monitoring of some deliveries coming from Asian countries.

Moreover the Direzione Centrale per i Servizi Antidroga is 

the only National counterpart of the International Narcotics 

Board (I.N.C.B) of the United Nations; it operates within 

some dedicated platforms, such as the IONICS system, which 

is destined for the rapid exchange of information on seizures 

and N.P.S. operations.

Only in 2016, the platform received 308 reports on the seizures 

of analogues of cathinone and synthetic cannabinoids, 

mefedrone and some fentanyl derivatives (among which the 

dangerous carfentanyl) carried out by 14 countries. 

At the international level DCSA provided many European 

countries with information useful to update  the tables on 

NPS foreseen by  the relevant legal systems. 

The Direzione Centrale per i Servizi Antidroga also participated 

in other international forums on N.P.S:, including:

- the Pompidou Group, on the occasion of the yearly 

meeting of the International network on Precursor control 

organized in Warsaw in October 2016, focused on the 

cooperation with the main International organizations, 

the scientific community and third countries;

- the Drug Precursors Working Group, on the occasion of the 

18th meeting of the Group of Experts on drug precursors 

which took place in Brussels in May 2016 on information 

exchange with countries located in war areas, as well as 

the cooperation with the private industry.

CONTROL OVER PRECURSORS AND
ESSENTIAL CHEMICALS SUBSTANCES
Precursors are licitly traded chemical substances which play, 

however, a pivoting - in some cases indispensable - role  in 

the illicit production and manufacture of narcotic drugs and 

psychotropic substances, both of natural and synthetic origin.

According to the European legislation, precursors and 

essential chemical substances are “classified substances”, 

i.e. “any substance listed [in the attachment to the relevant 

European regulation] which can be used for the illicit 

production of drugs and psychotropic substances, including 

mixtures and natural products containing such substances, 

except for mixtures and natural products containing 

classified substances whose components make it difficult to 

easily use or extract classified substances with ready-to-use 

or cost-effective means,  medicinal products as defined by 

article 1, item 2 of the Directive 2001/83/CE of the European 

Parliament, the Council and veterinary medicinal products”3.

An in-depth analysis of this complex phenomenon highlights 

that the illicit trafficking in chemical precursors is:

- a transnational phenomenon using the same import 

routes of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances;

- an ever-increasing criminal sector, also considering the 

industrial growth witnessed by the new actors of the 

world chemical  production such as India and China.

It is an ever-changing sector and in order to avoid the controls 

laid down by International conventions and regulations 

against illicit trafficking in precursors, criminal organizations 

use chemical substances which are not classified and not 

subject to any legislative restrictions on their production and 

trade.

To cope with this phenomenon, international organizations 

and the EU legislation also provided for “unclassified 

chemical substances” and inserted them in the Limited 

International Special Surveillance List - LISSL, worked out 

by the International Narcotics Control Board (I.N.C.B.) of the 

United Nations, as well as in the “Volunteer Monitoring List” 

of the European Union. 

As to the trade in such substances, mention must be made 

of the Delegated Regulation of the European Commission 

No. 1443/2016, which also integrated the EC Regulation No. 

273/2004. According to this regulation, it is possible to stop 

or reject deliveries of “unclassified chemical substances” 

when evidence is enough to claim that such substances are 

destined for the illicit production of drugs or psychotropic 

substances.

Another particularly important procedure is the Pre-Export 

Notification on-line, better known as P.E.N.. This procedure - 

3 As defined by EU Regulations No. 1258 and 1259 both of 2013.
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which was already provided for by article 12 of 1988 United 

Nations Convention and regulated at the EU level by article 

11 of EC regulation No. 111/2005 and further amendments 

set up by EU regulation 257 of 2011. It obliges commercial 

operators exporting certain classified substances towards 

countries which are considered at risk, to request - prior to 

such exports - their competent authorities the authorization 

to trade in said controlled chemical substances.

According to the national legislation, the Central Directorate 

for Antidrug Services (D.C.S.A.) together with the Ministry of 

Health and the Customs Agency, each for its own competence, 

is responsible for the control over classified substances in all 

production and trade phases with the aim to timely identify 

possible diversions towards the clandestine market managed 

by criminal organizations.

At the operational level Italy improved its control and 

international cooperation also using specific international 

networks to control such substances. Mention must be 

made in particular of the Precursors Incident Communication 

System (also known as P.I.C.S.), a platform for real-time 

communications between international law enforcement 

agencies, developed by I.N.C.B. and the two interconnected 

initiatives  “Project PRISM” and “Project Cohesion”, under the 

auspices of the international board.

These initiatives aim at organizing operations on the basis 

of specific alerts coming from adhering states or other 

International counterparts. Moreover through these platforms 

adhering states are informed of the particular methods used 

by criminal syndicates to divert precursors and received 

reports by the Law Enforcement agencies on cases which 

may be jointly investigated into.

In 2016, the incidents reported by the above-mentioned U.N. 

database involved 50 different countries. Only in one case 

Italy was identified as possible final country of destination 

of a precursors delivery coming from China (specifically 

1-phenyl-2-nitropropene shipment also known as P2NP, which 

is illicitly used for the direct production of amphetamines and 

methamphetamines)4 and transiting at the airport in Brussels 

which was seized by the Belgian Customs authorities. 

Further checks carried out by the Direzione Centrale per i 

Servizi Antidroga, in cooperation with the Italian competent 

local units highlighted that the alleged recipient company 

4 Data by INCB 2015 Annual Report: “Precursors and chemicals frequently used in 
the illicit manufacture of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances”.

Argentina - Seizure of precursors  - September 2016
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mentioned in the documents owned by the Belgian Customs 

did not exist in Italy.

As a whole, in 2016 D.C.S.A. received 6,717 reports by 

authorized dealers, 4,531 of which referred to national 

movements and 2,186 to international imports and exports. 

The most traded substances were acetic anhydride, potassium 

permanganate and piperonal.

The information received was duly processed, analyzed 

and controlled, it was then developed with the competent 

international bodies, law enforcement and customs agencies 

also through foreign counterparts or the law enforcement 

attaché network of the Direzione Centrale per I Servizi 

Antidroga.

From the analysis of the situation reports and the investigative 

outcomes it comes out that Italy has not been involved in the 

diversion process of chemical precursors yet.

ACTIVITIES OF THE OFFICE FOR 
COORDINATION AND PLANNING
The Office for Coordination and Planning has the major task 

to ensure contacts between the Direzione Centrale per i 

Servizi Antidroga and the other offices of the Department 

of Public Security within the Ministry of the Interior in the 

sectors of administrative planning and management control. 

Moreover, it maintains close links with the other public 

and private bodies involved in the drug fight and demand 

reduction.

In 2016, the tasks accomplished by the Office for the 

Coordination and Planning can be summarized as follows:

- Planning and strategic control

 In agreement with the other offices of the Central 

Directorate for Antidrug Service it was also responsible 

for enforcing the legislation regulating efficiency and 

transparency of public administrations. In particular, it 

supplied the competent Offices of the Department of 

Public Security with all information regarding organization 

and procedural issues to be published in the Triennial 

Programme for Transparency and Integrity, following the 

guidelines elaborated by Italy’s Anti-corruption Authority 

(ANAC).

 This Office also contributed to the Report presented 

by the Minister to the Parliament on the expenditure, 

effectiveness, resource allocation and administrative 

action, as foreseen by the legislation in force.

 As to the strategic and management control, the Office 

for Coordination and Planning also played a coordination 

role within the DCSA, aimed at monitoring the activities 

carried out by the different DCSA sections.

- Inter-institutional cooperation

 The Office for Coordination and Planning ensured 

contacts with the Department for Antidrug Polices of the 

Presidency of the Council of Ministries which is responsible 

for coordinating the activities in the drug fight field as 

envisaged by the relevant guidelines of the European 

Union.

- Prevention activities

 On the basis of  its successful past experiences, in 2016 

the Office for Coordination and Planning continued its 

information campaign on the risks and effects of drug 

abuse destined for school’s students (at present only in 

Rome and its surroundings).

 The primary goal is to offer students and teachers reliable 

and authoritative information on the dangers and side-

effects of drug abuse so to disseminate the culture of 

lawfulness and the image of law-enforcement officers as 

valuable counterparts not only for protecting the life of 

citizens but also for preventing dangerous phenomena 

which could affect the future and health of  young people.

 Meetings are organized at schools, upon request, by 

the personnel of the Central Directorate for Antidrug 

Services, who has specific teaching skills and is qualified 

in interacting with teens and young people.

 These meetings usually start with exhibitions by the 

Guardia di Finanza drug canine units organizing a drug 

detection simulation and then continue with two separate 

workshops dealing with different drug issues.

 The first workshop is focused on the risks for the health 

and the legal and social consequences linked to the drug 

abuse. The team shows videos and photos, accompanying  
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them with comments tailored to the young audience.

 The second workshop deals with young disorders and the 

psychological reasons inducing the drug use. Young people 

are invited to play an active role, they are subdivided into 

small groups and take part in the discussion based on an 

interactive approach and proven counseling techniques, 

so to uncover the deepest reasons leading young people 

to use drugs.

Rome - Exhibition by the Guardia di Finanza drug canine unit in a school
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